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Last month police seized 
the largest haul of 
bomb-making chemicals in 
British history, 

a biological suit and a 
rocket launcher. 

In our “war on terror” 
one might have expected 
media hysteria. 
Instead there was absolute 
silence. 

The two men arrested were 
not Muslims but BNP 


members. 
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Searchlight Magazine online 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous issues 
of the magazines. 

Search our archive for information on fascism 
and racism in Britain and internationally. 
Historical features, interviews and much more. 
To find out about fascism past 
and present visit www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Untold numbers died from rains, winds and floods, More uncounted 
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Time to defend Muslim community 
The Muslim community in Britain is coming 
under unprecedented attack. Muslims are 
vilified in the media, denigrated by politicians 
and physically assaulted on the streets. 
The attacks have moved beyond Islamic 
extremism to the religion itself. 

Searchlight has opposed Islamic extremism 
and will continue to do so, but now the 
priority is to stand together in defence of a 
community under attack. 

Politicians who should know better are 
playing fast and loose with race and the 
consequences will be terrifying. 

Integration is a two-way process. The more 
you vilify a community the more it will retreat 
into isolation and the more the “other” 
communities will recoil from accepting it. 

The cycle of racism has to be broken. 


Griffin in the dock 

As Searchlight readers receive this magazine, 
BNP leader Nick Griffin will be on trial 
at Leeds Crown Court. Win or lose, the 
BNP will receive enormous free publicity. 


While there is nothing we can do about 
national media coverage we can redouble our 
efforts on the ground. 

Local anti-BNP groups, trade unions and 
mainstream parties need to get out in the 
community and remind people about the true 
nature of the BNP. 


Beware the vacuum 

As MPs prepare for a new session of 
Parliament this month they should take a 
moment to ponder the election results in 
several European countries. Far-right gains 
in Germany and Austria, and patchy success 
in Belgium, should remind them about the 
dangers that lie ahead. 

With all the parties striving to occupy the 
centre ground, political vacuums are 
appearing on the left and right. Political 
strategists were content to reposition 
themselves in the belief that their core vote 
had nowhere else to go. Now this policy of 
triangulation is beginning to unravel. 

For the past three years the BNP has been 
moving into communities that Labour has 
left behind. Now, as Cameron tries to copy 
the Blair textbook, there is a real danger that 
the BNP is gaining the necessary credibility 
to exploit the growing disillusionment among 
rightwing Conservative supporters. ~= 
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White terrorism fails 
to make the news 


By Nick Lowles 
he facts should speak for 
themselves. Two men were 


arrested last month with an array 

of bomb-making components 
and weapons. A rocket launcher was 
found, though some reports indicate 
more than one, as was a biological suit 
and chemicals that could be used to 
make bombs. 

Surely this warranted front-page 
news? 

Actually no. In fact, not a single 
national newspaper or TV station 
carried a report the following day 
despite Lancashire Police issuing a 
statement claiming that it was the 
largest bomb-making hoard ever 
discovered in a British home. 

There have been a couple of short 
articles since then but even at a police 
press briefing only three national 
newspapers were represented. 

Given the state of alert over the “war 
on terror” it seems inconceivable that 
this story was overlooked. Why? It is 
simple. The two arrested men were 
white not Asian. And most depressingly 
the newspapers were preoccupied with 
the debate over the veil. 

The media blackout is more startling 
given that the two men were British 
National Party members and one had 
even stood for the fascist party in May’s 
local elections. 

Compare the lack of coverage after 
this incident to numerous “alleged” 
terror plots involving Muslims in recent 
years, many of which turn out to be 
completely unfounded. 

This case reveals an uncomfortable 
truth, namely that racial stereotyping 
exists within the media and the police. 
Lancashire Police were quick to dismiss 
a terrorist link to the arrests. Quite what 
the two men planned to do with this 
alleged arsenal will no doubt emerge in 
a subsequent court case. However the 
fact remains that once again possible 
nazi or racist terrorism is dismissed. 
We had it with Combat 18 in the early 
1990s. We have had it with Redwatch 
more recently. We have had it on 


numerous occasions with BNP 
members over the years. 

In the eyes of the authorities, and now 
with possible collusion from the media, 
potential fascist and racist violence is 
downplayed. Because they are not 
Muslim they cannot be terrorists. 

For those readers who do not know 
the facts, here they are, to the extent 
that we are allowed to report them with 
prejudicing any legal action. 

On the morning of Thursday 5 
October, Robert Cottage, 49, of Talbot 
Street, Colne, and David Jackson, 62, a 
retired dentist, of Trent Road, Nelson, 
were arrested and later charged under 
the Explosives Substances Act 1883. 

At Cottage’s house, some 22 chemical 
components were discovered. Cottage 
had been a BNP candidate in Pendle’s 
Vivary Bridge ward in the local 
elections in May. His house was taped 
off while forensics officers searched the 
premises. Neighbours were told to stay 
in their homes for their own safety. 
Mr Cottage’s car was also taken away 
for examination. At Jackson's house, 
a rocket launcher, BNP material and a 
biological suit were found. 

A lawyer for the prosecution even 
claimed that the two men had “some 
kind of master plan’. 

The BNP was quick to distance 
itself from Cottage, falsely claiming 
that he was no longer a party member. 
While Searchlight is unable to reveal 
more information at this stage we are 
confident that the BNP’s lies and cover- 
up will return to haunt the party after 
the trial. 

This find is given added significance 
in view of the fact that Nick Griffin and 
Mark Collett return to Leeds Crown 
Court on 30 October to deny charges of 
incitement to racial hatred. In the first 
trial they claimed that the BNP was not 
a violent or racist organisation. 

It will be the duty of every anti-fascist 
to watch the case of Cottage and 
Jackson and in the event of their 
conviction to pressure the media to take 
an interest. ~=a 
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NETHERLANDS 


Police uncover fascist 


weapons cache 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


A HAND GRENADE, a mortar 
launcher, detonators, a shotgun 
and explosive materials were 
among a cache of weapons 
discovered in a police raid in 
Rotterdam in late September. The 
raid followed the arrest of a 22- 
year-old skinhead and a 19-year- 
old woman who had chased an 
Antillean man, threatening him 
with a gun, knife and knuckle- 
duster, 

The police immediately passed 
the case to the elite National 
Investigation Unit and the search 
of the house was conducted by 
heavily armed police and soldiers. 
Some days later it emerged that 
a dangerous fugitive, Erik Jan 
Quakkelsteijn, 35, had been 
staying in the attic but escaped 
on a bike. The exact connection 
between the arrested skinheads 
and Quakkelsteijn is not yet 
clear but it is known that he 
worked with explosives when 
robbing banks. 

In 2001 Quakkelsteijn escaped 
over the wall of a Rotterdam 
prison where he was serving 12 
years for armed robbery and was 
thought to be hiding in Belgium. 

The Dutch secret service (AIVD) 
was alerted when investigators 
also found press clippings on 
terrorist attacks, photographs of 
the government’s annual budget 
presentation in The Hague, 
photographs of several buildings 
and bridges in Rotterdam and The 
Hague and piles of rightwing 
extremist documents. 

At Quakkelsteijn’s previous 
hideout, a house in Belgium, 
police found 17 folders with 
clippings on terrorist attacks and 
violent robberies, which he 
claimed enabled him “to be kept 
updated on my work”. 

The AIVD is said to be very 
concerned about the possible link 
between rightwing extremists and 
violent criminals, the more so after 
it became clear that nazis from 


Rotterdam belonging to the 
National Alliance had taken part in 
shooting practice at the Belgian 
army barracks in Leopoldsburg 
that was raided by police on 
7 September, when ten soldiers 
were arrested. 

It has now emerged that last 
year the Belgian authorities asked 
the Dutch Justice Department to 
investigate the Dutch participants 
at Leopoldsburg, who included 
Virginia Kapic, one of the NA’s 
founders, and Niek Ros, a former 
chairman of the NA‘s_ youth 
organisation. 

In March last year, 20 Dutch 
nazis, including Kapic, took part in 
a paramilitary training exercise 
near Spa, organised by Blood and 
Honour Flanders. They camped 
in ten tents and had seven 
military vehicles at their disposal. 
The nazis patrolled the area, 
intimidating passers-by who then 
informed the police. A search 
uncovered stiletto knives and nazi 
propaganda. 
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Got away: Erik Jan Quakkelsteijn 
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The British National vituperative notice placed 


Party’s attempt to move on Albion Life’s website on 
into life insurance has 2 Sige is Caves that it 
was “unable to accept any 
collapsed asa result of more requests for quotes which we 
an investigation by would normally pass on to the firm 
Searchlight. But the man of life insurance brokers with whom 
whosetitup has plenty we have hitherto been working’. 
of other horses in his Albion ae ne Be life ets 
° company, had been in business for less 

stable. Sonia Gable Fit lienet 
looks at the diverse Albion Life blamed an_ article 
interests of the BNP’s by Martin Shipton in the Welsh 
internet master. newspaper, the Western Mail, which 


named the broker whom Searchlight 
had uncovered. It seems the brokers, 
Financial Solutions Unlimited of 
Bridgend, had not realised that doing 
business with the BNP was guaranteed 
to attract opprobrium and quickly 
severed the relationship. 

The life insurance operation was an 
attempt to raise money for the BNP, 
which according to its 2005 accounts 
is bankrupt. Albion Life tried to 
persuade BNP members to name the 
party as a beneficiary of the policy so 
that the BNP would benefit on the 
member's death. What it did not tell 
members was that, whether or not the 
party was a beneficiary, the BNP would 
receive an introduction fee paid out of 
the member's premiums. 

Searchlight had questioned 
whether Albion Life was com- 

mitting a criminal act by carrying 

on a regulated activity without 

authorisation. Under the Financial 
Services and Markets Act 2000 
selling insurance is a _ regulated 
activity unless the firm does no 
more than introduce clients to 
an authorised broker. 

Albion _Life’s website 
portrays the firm as a 
life insurance company, 
encourages customers to 
fillin an online quotation 
form and says its own 
sales team would be in 
touch. If this is the case 

the firm would need 
to be fully regulated 
by the Financial Services 
Authority. “| would have 
thought this is something 
that the FSA should take a 
keen interest in as its job is to 


Steve Blake lectures 
activists at the BNP's 
summer school 


finger in too m< 


maintain consumer confidence,’ said 
Jason King, managing director at 
Torquil Clark Life Insurance, one of the 
UK's largest brokers. 

The man behind Albion Life was 
Steve Blake, the BNP’s website editor. 
Blake, 42, works as an IT consultant 
in Stirling, Scotland, where he has 
registered the domain names for the 
BNP’s other front organisations such 
as the Christian Council of Britain and 
Civil Liberty. 

Websites for these two are barely 
maintained. Apart from a_ brief 
“mission statement” the rest of 
the CCB’s website has been “under 
development” for several months. 
And Civil Liberty's site still informs its 
readers that Nick Griffin, the BNP 
chairman, and Mark Collett, whom it 
describes as head of the party’s 
graphic design, will face trial on 
Monday 16 January 2006. 

Civil Liberty's apparent lack of 
interest in the many other criminal 
proceedings and tribunal hearings 
involving BNP members only rein- 
forces the suspicion that its main 
purpose is to act as a conduit 
for donations from the USA, which 
the BNP could not accept directly 
because of UK laws on the funding of 
political parties. 

Another domain name that Blake 
has registered, using his trading name 
digitalscotland, is for Solidarity. This is 
the trade union “for British Workers’, 
which the BNP launched triumphantly 
last January. Searchlight immediately 
exposed it as a BNP front. 

It certainly does not have much 
prospect as a trade union. Its president, 
Patrick Harrington, cannot handle his 
own affairs let alone anyone else's. 
In August Harrington, a_ railway 
worker, failed in an appeal against his 
expulsion from the RMT union for 
misconduct because he had brought 
the proceedings too late. A former 
National Front “political soldier” in 
the late 1980s alongside Griffin, 
Harrington had been expelled for 
deceiving the union by applying 
for membership under a false name. 

Solidarity was primarily another 
attempt to raise money for the BNP, 
which thought it could set up a trade 
union political fund. Since January no 





pass on to the firm of life insurance bi 


more has been heard of it and it has 
no website. 

Perhaps Blake is finding it hard to 
juggle his BNP work with his non- 
political ventures. Under the links to 
the BNP and bits of health education 
advice on Albion Life’s website is 
the heading “home improvements’. 
The single entry is for “brightahomes’, 
described as “the No.1 UK site for 
energy saving double — glazing 
suppliers and conservatory installers”. 

Brightahomes turns out to be no 
more than a list of links to commercial 
conservatory suppliers arranged 
somewhat imperfectly by town. 
For example a search for businesses in 
Ilford, Essex, threw up just one name, 
the rest being listed under 
neighbouring Barking. 

The site also offers “other services” 
but only one is offered: a similar listing 
site for skip hire businesses. That one 
claims it includes 1,700 companies 
across the UK and says that if any 
company is not on the site it will “add 
your details to our listings for free”. 

Both sites turn out to be registered 
to Steve Blake, one under his own 
name, the other as digitalscotland. 

The businesses listed on these sites 
have no connection with the BNP or 
Blake and do not pay to be included. 
But Blake is not in the business of 
offering free advertising. Where he 
makes his money is the “pay per 
click” Google ads that appear on both 
sites. Google automatically places 
advertisements related to the website's 
content and every time somebody 
clicks on the advertisement, the site 
that hosted it receives a fee. 


Life insurance - with a difference. 


Update 


brokers with whom we have hitherto been worl 


As at 92/10/06 we are unable to accept any more requests for quotes which we would normally 
fi ‘ing, 
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Searchlight does not know whether 
the money made by these sites stays 
with Blake or ends up with the BNP. 
Both are in need of it. Blake's last 
company, Heimdall Communications 
Ltd, was struck off in November 2003 
after trading losses left it unable to pay 
its debts. According to the last 
accounts the company filed, for the 
year ending on 30 June 2001, Blake 
had given a personal guarantee for 
£6,000 to the Royal Bank of Scotland 
as security for a loan to the company. 
This means that if the company 
was unable to pay up, the bank would 
have come to Blake for its money. 
The company also owed him £5,521 
of his own money that he had put into 
his business. 

Perhaps the company’s secretary, 
Anthony Cyril Blake, a 55- 
year-old former bookmaker 
living in Ipswich, helped bale 
him out. 

Despite the demise of 
Heimdall Communications 
Ltd, named after one of the 
gods of Norse mythology 
revered by nazis the world 
over, its website lives on. 
Its registration was last 
updated, apparently by the 
non-existent company, in 


September this year. 
Digitalscotland’s domain 
registration also remains 





in the name of — Heimdall 
Communications Ltd and was last 
updated in March. 

Doing business in the name of a 
non-existent limited company is, of 
course, illegal. 

The Heimdall web space acts as the 
host for two other businesses. One is 
a holiday let in Wester Ross. The other 
is a man who sells his paintings of 
racing cars. A Persian carpet repair 
business also lists a website hosted by 
Heimdall but it no longer exists. 

Heimdall Communications also 
appears as the company responsible 
for maintaining the website of Aiton & 
Co, its erstwhile accountants. This is 
another job Blake appears to have 
neglected: the site's tax information is 
all for the year 2002/03. 

Heimdall’s business was website 
design and general personal computer 
support. To make such a large loss as 
Heimdall did in this type of business 
seems unusually incompetent. Or may- 
be Blake spends too much of his time 
on doubtful ventures on behalf of the 
BNP or childishly bombarding 
Searchlight’s email address with spam. 

Albion Life says it is “working to 
secure a replacement broker” and 
that “nothing will stop Albion 
conducting business to raise funds 
for the BNP” Anyone thinking of 
helping the BNP should be prepared 
for public scrutiny. ~<a] 





Time to end the race to the bottom 


JACK STRAW’S calculated outburst 
about the veil was wrong. It was wrong 
politically and it was wrong morally. 
He attacked one of the most vulnerable 
groups in society to make a cheap 
political point. In the process his words 
have led directly to an increase in racism 
by giving an acceptable mask to racial 
prejudice. The Leader of the House of 
Commons is a clever man and surely he 
must have known what the fallout 
would be. This makes it even more 
reprehensible. 

If he was really sincere about this 
issue he would have addressed it in a far 
more sensitive manner. He could have 
raised it as an internal issue within his 
local Labour Party or even with the 
local Muslim community. 

Everyone will have their own private 
view on a woman totally covering her 
face and I suppose, if truth be told, I like 
many other people find it unnerving. 
I would also find a heavily tattooed 
skinhead bearing down on me quite 
frightening. However, this misses the 
point. Straw, and others, appeared to 
claim that women wearing the niqab 
was a cause of community separation. 
It is not; it is a consequence. 

If Straw is really keen to address 
community separation then he needs to 
look at more fundamental issues than 
the veil. He would be spoilt for choice 
for subjects to raise. He could examine 
housing and _ regeneration — policy 
which for 40 years has encouraged 
ghettoisation. He could look at how 
the media, and increasingly politicians, 
whip up racism through crass stereo- 
types. Ifhe really had time on his hands, 
he could look at foreign policy. 

We live in troubled times and 
politicians, more than anyone, need to 
be so careful what they say. This is 
not an argument for not speaking out 
on controversial issues but a reflection 
that everything has consequences. 
The Ritchie Report into the Oldham 
riots made the direct link between loose 
language and unsubstantiated claims (in 
that case over ‘no-go areas’) and events 
on the ground. 

As we have seen all too graphically in 
Windsor, in the current climate it does 
not take much to light the fuse paper. 


Insecurity 

But there is a more important issue 
here. Straw’s intervention is the latest 
episode in the depressing race to the 
bottom, a political slide that will 
inevitably lead to further hatred, 
loathing and insecurity. 

It is important to place the small but 
growing number of Muslim women 
wearing the full veil in its political 
context. Some may be pressured into 
wearing it within a patriarchal com- 
munity, just as some white women feel 
compelled to wear certain outfits for 
their husbands, but for many it is a 
statement of identity and in a period of 
a perceived war of civilisations there 
is a growing identification amongst 
Muslims with their religion. For some, 
prayer and dress code is enough. Others 
are increasingly becoming attracted to 
fundamentalist ideas and even terrorism. 

You must also set it against what is 
happening on the other side of the 
political divide as many in the white 
community are becoming more hostile 
towards “others”, particularly Muslims, 
and support for the racist British 
National Party is growing fast. 

The two communities are growing 
increasingly separate and increasingly 
identifying with extremes. 

However, there is a common link: 
insecurity. The average wage might have 
increased in recent years and there 
might be more people in work than ever 
before but Britain is not necessarily a 
happier place. There is greater political, 
economic and communal insecurity 
than ever before and this is turning 
communities in on each other and 
breeding extremism. Islamist funda- 
mentalism and the BNP are two sides of 
the same coin. 

Against this context the debate over 
the veil is dangerous, misguided and 
totally futile. We are witnessing a 
downward spiral which could have 


disastrous consequences. 


War on terror 

Rather than easing our fears, the war on 
terror is actually making the situation 
worse. Not only is Iraq acting as a 
recruiting sergeant for Islamic terrorism 
but the language that is used commonly 


by politicians and the media only 
increases fear, suspicion and loathing 
among communities. The only winners 
of this are the extremists. 

Straw will argue that he simply wanted 
to initiate a debate but the backlash has 
only made the situation worse. A man 
snatches a veil off a woman at a bus stop 
in Liverpool. A Muslim religious leader 
is attacked on the streets on Glasgow. 
The Sun carries a front-page headline 
about the possible security risk of women 
wearing the veil while the Express runs a 
campaign to “Ban the Veil”. 

The depressing consequence of 
all this will be a Muslim backlash. 
More women will want to wear the veil 
as a symbol of identity (as we are already 
witnessing in Blackburn) while others 
feel the chill of racism and suspicion 
on the streets. Extreme Muslim clerics 
will use this as further proof of the 
incompatibility of religions and attract 
an ever growing pool of recruits to their 
cause. The voices of the extremist few 
will get misreported as the voice of the 
majority, then the white community will 
become scared and respond by turning 
to their extreme. It’s all negative. It’s only 
adding to the fear and insecurity. 
The spiral slips further downwards. 


Media blackout 

The media will argue that they are 
simply reporting facts, but what is a fact 
is often in the eye of the beholder. 
Last month two BNP supporters, 
including one who stood for the party 
in this year’s local elections, were 
arrested after a rocket launcher and 
chemical components for bomb making 
were found. It was, the police said, the 
largest single find at an individual's 
home in British history. Where were the 
media then? Where was Straw? Everyone 
was too busy discussing the veil. 

There is a belief that by talking 
tough on security you reassure people. 
You dont — at least not of itself. 
People might like what you say, as 
opinion polls repeatedly show, but that 
is quite different from reassuring people. 

In fact, the very opposite is true. 
Banging the war drum over security and 
the threat to Britain only increases fears 
and insecurities. There only needs to be 











one terrorist attack, one security lapse or 
even one plot to undermine the trust 
people have in your position. As we are 
seeing at the moment, fears and 
insecurity only lead to more trouble. 
The BNP gains support. Islamic 
fundamentalists gain more support and 
the media frenzy increases. The centre 
of political gravity shifts to the right and 
the cycle spirals downwards yet further. 

The cycle needs to be broken if we are 
to have any hope of building a new 
partnership between communities. 
We need a radically different approach. 
Of course the Government needs to 
protect its citizens and there can be 
no appeasement of terrorism and 
extremism but this is not being done at 
present against the backdrop of rising 
fear and insecurity. 

A number of politicians have 
called for the Muslim community to 
challenge extremism within its ranks. 
On one level they are right. Divisive, 
conspiratorial and even racist views 
have not been challenged firmly enough 
in the past and have sometimes even 
been encouraged by people in 
prominent positions. But fighting 
extremism is not just a job for one 
community. As Ruth Kelly, the 
Secretary of State for Communities, 


told the Labour Party conference in 
September, “we must tackle extremism 
wherever we find it, whatever its source. 
Conference, we in the Labour Party 
totally reject the lies, the poison and the 
hatred of the BNP.” 

Why isn't the rest of the political 
establishment adopting this more even- 
handed approach? And in all the debate 
about the veil, where are the voices 
denouncing the many kinds of much 
more antisocial behaviour that exists in 
all communities, such as drunkenness 
and violence? 

More significantly, unless we tackle 
the core reasons why people are turning 
to extremism in the first place we can 
never hope to stop it. That is not simple 
and it will require politicians and even 
the media to accept that their policies 
and reporting have contributed to the 
problem. But until we acknowledge that 
fear, insecurity and extremism feed on 
each other in a depressing downward 
cycle then the situation will only 
deteriorate. 

Of course there needs to be space for 
a proper discussion about any issue, 
Islam and Islamic fundamentalism 
included, and this needs to be 
conducted in an appropriate and 
sensitive way. 
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Reframing the debate 

We need to reframe the debate away 
from the grandstanding and chest 
thumping approach that seems so 
popular among politicians at the 
moment. We also need to be honest 
about the political and communal 
fallout in this country over the war on 
terror. Above all, we must halt the 
current race to the bottom in a quick 
dash to appease opinion polls. 

In its place we need to reassert “our 
values” in a positive agenda that will 
bring people together. After all, as we 
have seen in Oldham following the riots 
of 2001, the vast majority of all 
communities simply want to live in 
peace. Not everyone might like each 
other but at the end of the day most 
want the same thing, namely to provide 
for their families and live without the 
fear of violence affecting their lives. 

People need security: real security, 
economic security, political security 
and environmental security. Only when 
an individual or community is at ease 
with itself can it live happily with 
other people. 

These are the ideas we need to 
recapture before the veil of hatred 
engulfs us all. 

Nick Lowles 


MC 


Opportunity knocks 


New opportunities beckon for the far right as the Conservative Party shifts to the middle 
ground of British politics argues David Williams. 


avid Cameron's shift to the 

centre ground of British 

politics continues to cause 

dismay among traditionalist 
rightwing Tories not to mention the 
ultra-right fringes, all of whom are 
positively mortified by the direction in 
which “Dave” is taking the party. 

But while Cameron's drive to capture 
the political centre from New Labour 
risks alienating many of his own 
supporters to the right of the party it 
also opens new and exciting vistas for 
those groups to outside the party 
for whom the Conservatives’ loss would 
be their gain. 

Cameron’s push for electoral 
credibility has led to rumblings of 
discontent from his own back benches. 
He has faced criticisms from Tory 
grandees such as Norman ‘Tebbit 
and media mogul Rupert Murdoch, 
both of whom appear unhappy with 
the direction in which Cameron is 
taking the party. Within many local 
constituency associations there is 
consternation at Cameron’s proposed 
“A List” of candidates, which aims to 
make the party more representative of 
Britain but which has caused a stir 
among the party faithful. Such discord 
was recently voiced by Conservative 
backbencher Philip Davies, MP for 
Shipley in West Yorkshire, who warned 
against ditching “timeless Conservative 
values” for short-term electoral gain. 

“Among party membership there is a 
real concern about the direction the 
party might be going in,” Davies told 
Parliamentary House Magazine. “1 do 
not think it is beyond us as a party to 
reach out to more people than we have 
done at the last three elections while 
keeping on board those people who 
have stuck with us through thick and 
thin. I cannot believe that that is a task 
beyond us. There is no need to ditch our 
values. You can reach out and broaden 
appeal while retaining our long tern 
traditional supporters.” 

Edward Leigh MP, the doyen of the 


eurosceptic movement was even more 


forthright in his criticism of Cameron's 
statement of principles, Built to Last, 
which he lambasted as “vague” and 
“bland”, followed by an ominous 
warning to The Daily Telegraph that 
without “robust, clear commitments” on 
issues such as taxation Cameron's shift 
to the centre runs the risk of making the 
Conservative Party a “recruiting agent 
for UKIP” or, even worse, drive its 
supporters “into the arms of the BNP”. 
Ahead of the party conference in 
Bournemouth in October Cameron 
refused to be “pushed around” by the 
right wing of his party. His stance 
won public support from many 
including former Prime Minister John 
Major whose premiership —_ was 
bedevilled by the dead hand of history 
(or more precisely by the previous prime 
ministerial incumbent Margaret 
Thatcher). Major was vociferous in his 
support of Cameron's strategy pre- 
dicting that if the party were to cede 
to the demands of figures such as 
Leigh and Tebbit then it would 
effectively be committing electoral 
suicide. If Cameron were to win the next 
election, Major argued, he must “push 
the right wing away” in the same way 
that Tony Blair “destroyed” the left wing 
of the Labour party ten years ago. If 
Cameron does effectively serve an 
eviction notice on this section of the 
party where then will it find a home? 
One answer is perhaps the 
extraordinary proliferation of new 
extra-parliamentary campaigning groups 
on the right. Several commentators 
have spoken of these as a sign that 
the Conservative Party is failing to 
address the needs and concerns of 
its traditional membership. As the 
ConservativeHome blog indicates, if 
the Tories won't talk about immigration 
there is always Migrationwatch; if the 
Tories are reticent about lower taxation 
there is the TaxPayers’ Alliance and if 
the Tories refuse to discuss Europe 
there is always the new “Speak Out” 
campaign launched by Paul Sykes, the 
former backer of the UK Independence 


Party, who has promised the anti-EU 
campaign £10 million. 

But is their existence a sign of a 
vacuum at the heart of Conservative 
politics? It seems unlikely. Indeed 
the existence of such groups is if 
anything a boon for the Conservative 
Party, mimicking similar developments 
within the Republican Party caucus in 
the United States. It is not a sign of 
fragmentation, rather the pursuit 
of politics by other means. As 
ConservativeHome acknowledges, “the 
Tories should only be seen as the political 
arm of a wider conservative movement 
that is engaged in a long-term reshaping 
of public attitudes ... Investment in the 
success of these wider movement groups 
can only be in the long-term interests of 
big and little ‘c’ conservatism.” 

There is no shortage of contenders 
ready and willing to seek advantage 
from what they perceive to be a decline 
in the fortunes of the Conservative 
Party and more particularly the 
increasing alienation of its right wing, 
which they hope ultimately to detach 
from the party altogether. 

The UKIP, which advocates British 
withdrawal from the EU, has already set 
out its stall. Dismissed by Cameron as “a 
bunch of fruitcakes and loonies and 
closet racists”, the UKIP has begun 
to broaden its focus in an attempt to 
expand its appeal, making it in its own 
words “a fully-fledged political party 
that is offering the public a real choice”. 
The past two years have seen the UKIP 
in the doldrums unable to capitalise on 
its success in the 2004 European 
elections largely because of the decline 
of Europe as the issue of the moment 
exemplified by the legislative death of 
the proposed European Constitution. 
For the moment at least Europe 
remains a mute issue, no party eager to 
revive it, while opposition has been 
directed more at the EU’s expansion to 
encompass new states than at the 
deepening of the existing union. 

The ebullient Nigel Farage, long the 
power behind the throne, has recently 











emerged as the new leader of the UKIP. 
Farage sees his principal task as 
reenergising the party after a 
disappointing couple of years and 
equally importantly raising its public 
profile and shedding its image as a “one 
trick pony”, which has impeded broader 
support. 

In order to achieve these ends Farage 
has broadened the UKIP’s platform to 
encompass calls for strict limits on 
immigration and tax cuts among other 
things, an indication that Farage has 
every intention, quite literally as one 
publicity stunt showed, of parking his 
tank on Cameron’s (abandoned) lawn. 
Indeed while Cameron is very publicly 
ruling out tax cuts, a traditional vote- 
winner for the Conservatives, Farage 
and the UKIP have unveiled a new “flat 
tax system for Britain” aimed at wooing 
disgruntled Conservative voters with 
the promise of lower income tax and the 
abolition of inheritance tax prefacing a 
wider reform of the tax and benefits 
system. How appealing this new raft of 
policies is to disillusioned Conservative 
voters remains to be seen but the 
UKIP is clearly staking its political 
future on them. 

There is some anecdotal evidence that 
the UKIP is picking up some support at 
a local level. In the Hartlepool by- 
election two years ago the UKIP beat 
the Conservatives while more recently 
in the Bromley and Chislehurst by- 
election Farage succeeded in pushing 
Labour into fourth place. Many were 
disgruntled, however, that he did not do 
better given the money lavished on the 
campaign. This aside the UKIP largely 
failed to make an impact during the 
2006 local elections. 

But as the Bromley and Chislehurst 
by-election revealed, the UKIP is not 
alone in hoping to capitalise on the 
potential for a split on the right of 
the Conservative Party. While much 
attention has been focussed on the 
British National Party’s overtures to 


white working-class voters in Labour 


strongholds such as Barking and 
Dagenham, the BNP continues to 
woo disgruntled Conservative voters, 
particularly those attracted to the UKIP. 

As Cameron’s Conservatives and 
New Labour fight it out for the political 
centre ground throwing their resources 
into battling for control of key marginal 
seats, an equally vigorous battle for 
control of the far-right political 
hinterland is taking place between the 
UKIP and the BNP. 

The UKIP represents a significant 
obstacle to the BNP’s electoral progress 
at a European level, which goes a long 
way to explain the lengths to which the 
BNP has gone recently to try to curry 
favour with its members. First there was 
a furious row within the BNP when 
Griffin suggested that BNP members 
should “hold your noses and vote 
UKIP” during the Bromley and 
Chislehurst by-election instead of 
voting for the National Front candidate. 
UKIP members, noted Griffin, were 
worth a great deal more to the BNP 
than ordinary recruits. BNP members 
have been spotted outside a number of 
UKIP meetings distributing literature 
and an “open letter” from Nick Griffin, 
most recently at the UKIP’s annual 
general meeting in Telford on the 
weekend of 7-8 October, where a trio of 
BNP members distributed brown 
envelopes to departing delegates con- 
taining copies of the BNP newspaper 
The Voice of Freedom, a selection of its 
racist flyers and another open letter to 
UKIP members from Griffin. 

The view from Right Now! is 
instructive. In his most recent editorial 
Derek Turner laments the Conservative 
Party’s decision “to weaken its already 
weak immigration policies” at a time 
when the country stands “on the edge of 
an ethnic abyss”. But if the Conservative 
Party is so irreparably tainted what does 
Right Now! prescribe as a panacea? 

As we reported in last month’s 





Searchlight Nick Ericsson, the BNP’s 
London organiser who writes for Right 
Now! under the pseudonym “John Bull”, 
states openly on his website that the 
BNP is the “only solution’. A similar 
nod is given in this month’s Right Now! 
by its “High Life” columnist and 
convicted cocaine smuggler Taki 
Theodoracopulos who, in an interview 
with Turner, states: “If I was poor, I'd be 
the biggest BNP supporter”. Presumably 
the party is a little downmarket for Taki 
who is used to the finer things in life. 
A number of other groups on the ultra- 
right political fringe of the Conservative 
Party such as the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance (CDA) certainly 
have no love for Cameron, whom they 
deride as guilty of an abject betrayal of 
Conservative values. Working in tandem 
with the UKIP, the CDA intends in the 
coming months to continue its 
campaign against Conservative “mod- 
ernisers” such as Oliver Letwin whom it 
is determined to unseat, thus providing a 
salutary lesson to the Conservative Party 
that its right wing is still a force to be 
reckoned with. 

It would be a mistake to glean from 
this that the imminent demise of the 
Conservative Party is on the horizon. 
If anything the party is experiencing a 
resurgence under Cameron, though still 
falling well short of the sort of support 
one would expect him to command 
given the straits in which New Labour 
currently finds itself. Cameron's policies 
are certainly alienating a good number 
of his traditional members who have 
stuck with the party through thick and 
thin. The question is whether this bloc 
of disillusioned Conservative voters 
will return to the fold if they scent 
electoral victory. 

After all by the next general election 
the Tories will have been out of power 
for over a decade. Will the Tory right 
be able to swallow their scruples and 
vote Conservative solely for the sake of 
getting back into power or is the rot too 
deep? Has Cameron's drive to the centre 
irrevocably alienated the party’s right 
wing and if so what will happen to it? 
Will its adherents simply drop out of 
politics altogether, will their energies 
be absorbed by any number of the 
many extra-parliamentary campaign 
groups mentioned earlier who seek 
to advance the conservative agenda 
through alternative means, or are they 
so disenfranchised by the current 
leadership of the Conservative Party 
that they are effectively lost to it forever, 
ripe perhaps for exploitation by the 
UKIP or the BNP? Only the coming 
months will tell. ~= 








BNP ‘political prisoner’ stays behind bars 


KEVIN HUGHES has lost his appeal against his conviction for a 
racially aggravated assault on an Iraqi asylum seeker. However 
Hughes did not leave the High Court empty-handed; Mr Justice 
Holland reduced his sentence from 30 months to two years. 

Hughes, who is serving his sentence at Featherstone prison 
near Wolverhampton, was sentenced in June and immediately 
became a BNP cause célébre. The BNP website issued regular 
updates on his condition and made constant appeals for people 
to write to him and send him suitable reading material’and CDs. 
The BNP also awarded him the accolade of activist of the 
year giving a clear indication of how the party expects its 
activists to behave. 

Nevertheless on the day of his appeal Hughes was left to face 
the High Court without any moral support from the public 
benches when the handful of BNP activists prepared to come 
to London were so disorganised that they turned up in court 
after the ten-minute proceedings were all over. Simon Darby, 
the BNP’s deputy leader, claimed they had been the victim of a 
“dirty trick”. They had been under the impression that the 
hearing would start at 10.30 rather than 10.00. 


Dirty linen 


A BITTER ROW HAS BROKEN out on a nazi internet forum over 
whether the BNP was going to pay the legal costs of Sharon 
Ebanks's forlorn attempt to defend her council seat in 
Birmingham. 

Ebanks was wrongly declared elected in Kingstanding ward 
after mistakes were made in the count. The Labour candidate 
who had really won the seat went to court to have the declared 
result overturned. Ebanks, firmly backed by the BNP which 
appealed for funds to support her, contested the action. 

Inevitably Ebanks lost and the court awarded costs of £5,000 
against her. 

Come 17 October when the money was due to be paid, an 
increasingly anxious Ebanks was forced to ask Steel & Shamash, 
the Labour candidate's solicitors, whether the BNP had sent a 
cheque. It had not but at the last minute requested an invoice 
and extension of the deadline until 20 October, just after 
Searchlight goes to press. 

Over on Stormfront, where BNP members air their 
thoughts in preference to the BNP’s own web forum which is 
too heavily controlled for their liking, disgruntled activists 
were complaining how badly the party had treated her. 
Several contributors claimed that over £5,000 had been 
raised for her and blamed Nick Griffin, the party leader, for 
failing to hand it over. 

Lee Barnes, the unpopular head of the BNP’s legal 
department, came in for attack for his poor advice to Ebanks to 
contest the action. One person claimed that Barnes hates 
Ebanks because she can see through his nonsense (not the 
actual word used) and that he had “set up a renegade branch in 
Birmingham without the permission of NG [Griffin] to destroy 
Birmingham because he hates Sharon’. 

A few days later another contributor to the discussion 
claimed Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy leader, had told Ebanks 
that the party had raised £1,000 and that she should “get a 
credit card and pay the rest herself’. 

If the BNP does not pay by Friday and Ebanks cannot come 
up with the money herself, Steel & Shamash could force her 
into bankruptcy. This would prevent her standing as a 
candidate in next year’s council elections, though whether she 
will want to after the way she appears to have been treated 
remains to be seen. 


Se. 



































BNP carries on failing 
THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY won a surprise 29% of 


the vote in a council by-election in Loughborough. Andrew 
Holders, the party’s Loughborough organiser, took 478 votes 
to come second to Labour in Shelthorpe ward, Charnwood 
Borough Council on 6 October. 

The BNP had recently arrived in the area in style, by clearing 
rubbish from a local park. The party is hoping to contest the 
local elections there in May 2007. 

But apart from that the BNP’s policy of contesting as many 
council by-elections as it can appears to be bearing little fruit. 
In Blackburn the BNP came last out of six candidates when 
far-right voters slightly preferred the England First Party. 

The BNP candidate was Nick Holt former organiser of 
Blackburn branch until he resigned in August after a semi-public 
falling-out with the BNP hierarchy. This is not the first time he 
has had to give way to the EFP, which has had two councillors in 
Blackburn since May. In 2004 Holt came bottom of the poll in 
Blackburn’s Meadowhead ward, 100 votes behind the EFP. 

In Gateshead the BNP slightly increased its percentage of 
the vote compared to May in a by-election in Dunstan and 
Teams ward but still only came third in this safe Labour seat. 
The BNP has never done well in the Northeast despite claims 
to be gaining support there. 

The BNP did particularly badly in Cribden ward, 
Rossendale, coming bottom of four candidates with just 9.1%. 
The candidate, Kevin Bryan, was the party’s only candidate in 
Rossendale in May, when he came last out of three candidates 
in a closely contested election in Irwell ward. 











Results 


Shelthorpe ward, Charnwood BC 6 Oct 2006 
Name Party Votes % 
Neville Stork Labour 643 38.7 
Andrew Holders BNP 478 288 
James Poland Conservative 386 23.2 
Paul Tyler Lib Dem 155 9.3 













East Rural ward, Blackburn w Darwen BC —28 Sep 2006 


Name Party Votes % 


Julie H Slater Independent 2095 2851 
John P Raseta Conservative 201 Ee 2RO 
Stephen W Hart England First Party 99 13.3 


Lib Dem 91 (Paps 
Labour 7504s 1 OG 
BNP 70 9.4 


Brian F Dunning 
Stella McLennan 
Nicholas Holt 








Dunston and Teams ward, Gateshead BC 28 Sep 2006 


Name Party Votes % 























Pauline Dillon Labour 694 54.9 
Michael G Ruddy Lib Dem 269) 2105 
Andrew A Swaddle BNP 226) 17.9 
Paul Sterling Conservative 76 6.0 





Cribden ward, Rossendale BC 28 Sep 2006 
Name Party Votes % 
Christine M Gill Labour 391 40.0 
Robert J Sheffield Lib Dem 312, 319 
Helen Marsden Conservative 186 19.0 
Kevin A Bryan BNP 89 9.1 





BNP loses plot in Luton 
BNP MEMBERS BUSSED in from all over 


the northern Home Counties had to run the 
gauntlet of anti-fascist protesters as they arrived 
at the party’s inaugural meeting in Luton. 
Margaret Moran, the Labour MP for Luton 
South, and several leading councillors thanked 
Searchlight for giving them early warning of the 
meeting on 27 September at the Royal Navy 
Club in Crawley Green Road. 

The BNP’s press officer, Dr Stuart Russell, did 
little to endear his party to voters in Luton when 
he was interviewed on local radio soon after the 
meeting. He was already flustered in the face of 
some tough questioning when his mobile phone 
went off. Saying “can you call back” he abruptly 
hung up. After he had stumbled through some 
more questions the phone rang again prompting 
Russell to curse “p*™ off” at it. The presenter had 
to apologise to listeners for Russell’s unpleasant 
language. 

The BNP says it will contest the local 
elections in Luton next spring. With little 
organisation in Bedfordshire, the handful of 
Luton activists will no doubt ask for guidance 
from the BNP’s new East Herts organiser, the 
long-time nazi and loyalist activist Stephen John 
Brady. A fact file on Brady is available on 
www.stopthebnp.org.uk. 


in the early 1980s (foreground) 


Oh yes you will 


A BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY member who 
racially abused an Asian 
WNielaatelpl crite! avcaverel(e! arent 
appeal against his convic- 
tion. Robert McGlynn 
(right) was found guilty of 
racially aggravated disor- 
lela conduct al 
September even though 
the victim was never traced. 
McGlynn, 40, of Llansamlet, 


South Wales, initially said he was 
(olari(elciaiate) -]e) ol-relliale) clereliarie uals 
CYcval(cyarec) elelu c@ay-lele(cve) i aiky aallarer 
(lFeVipaliare) el-xelfel aveleidalial calcu icele] e| 
be given a fair hearing. “| have 
decided not to appeal as | feel 
there is no justice in the courts 


system of this country,’ he told the 
South Wales Evening Post at the 
beginning of October. 

This appears not to have gone 
down well with the BNP. No doubt 
looking for a new cause now that 
Kevin Hughes has lost his appeal 
against his conviction, the powers 
that be in the party spelled out to 
McGlynn what was expected of him. 

The result was a strident and 
typically inaccurate press release 
on the BNP website on 14 October. 
Under the heading: “Swansea BNP 
member to. appeal against 
disgraceful conviction’, it stated: 
“We totally reject the concept of 
‘guilty by denunciation’ as 
practiced [sic] by Swansea 
magistrates court in the recent 
Bd dtelMco) aise) ol aqi tae) alan 





“In a case where there 
iS ale aredieg) are) ule (cares 
Elare, (ale) Wiisel-ccy iptelelsae 
McGlynn was declared 
felUligyy eo)’, s\Welacier-) anlee 
istrates on a trumped 
up charge of ‘racially 
aggravated disorderly 
(ee) atel ule ay 
i Of course there was a 
witness, as the BNP well knows, as 
the press release goes on to 
denounce her for acting as a 
responsible citizen and reporting 
McGlynn to the police. Lydia Rees, 
who gave evidence in court, had 
heard McGlynn shouting abuse 
bicelgay alts orale Wilarele\wVi ay s\cclanir-) (1a) 
June, followed him and noted his 
registration, an act for which she 
received South Wales Police's 
community safety volunteer of the 
year award. 

McGlynn was one. of five 
members of a BNP leafleting team 
arrested in Swansea in May on 
suspicion of committing public 
order offences. The _ police 
eventually decided not to charge 
them. The BNP dubbed them the 
“Swansea Five” and has now said 
that they are suing the police for 
unlawful arrest. 

Perhaps the reason for McGlynn’s 
reluctance to appeal against his 
conviction is that he is worried the 
BNP will leave him in the lurch, as 
many members believe the party 
has done in the case of Sharon 
Ebanks. 





Split personality 


LIKE THE MAN with two wives who 
forgets which presents each has given 
him, the BNP occasionally trips over the 
two identities of the party's press officer. 

To the media and on the party's 
website he parades under the name of 
Dr Phil Edwards. In reality he is 
Dr Stuart Russell. His wife and 
daughter go by the name of 
Russell which must make it 
difficult for his friends and party 
comrades to remember how to 
refer to him on whatever 
occasion the need arises. 

On 28 September Russell was 
the guest speaker at the birth of 
the BNP’s new Manchester unit 


Result, Gorton South, Manchester CC 


Name 

Charles Glover 
Julie Reid 

Derek Adams 
David Mottram 
Daniel Valentine 


formed with some urgency so that the 
party could contest a council by- 
election in Gorton South on 19 October. 
Reporting the happy event on 6 
October the BNP website stated: “After 
the committee had concluded its 
reports it was time to introduce the 
evenings [sic] guest speaker, British 


Votes 
1,588 
1,208 


Party 

Lib Dem 
Labour 
BNP 185 
Green 151 
Conservative 90 


Turnout 29.9% 


19 Oct 2006 


National Party Press Officer Doc Russell”. 

It did not take long for someone to 
spot the bloomer. The next day the 
article had been changed. The guest 
speaker had transformed into Doc 
Edwards. 

The meeting also introduced 
Derek Adams, the BNP’s candidate for 
Gorton South. Landlord of 
the Ace of Diamonds pub 

% in Miles Platting, Adams 
49.3 was hoping to exploit 
375 feelings of neglect among 

: low income white families 

5.7 in this traditionally white 

a7 inner city area where 

2.8 growing numbers of Asian 
families are moving in. 
He failed abysmally. 





f BNPhews.. news 


Never mind the 
facts feel the racism 


n 22 September the BNP 
“news team” filed a truly 
horrific story. Overnight a 
young woman had _ been 
brutally murdered in Heckmondwike, 
her throat slashed, while three miles 
away in Batley, a five-year-old girl had 
been gang raped “by a gang of Asian 
youths”. According to the BNP “the 
toddler had later died as a result of 
injuries sustained from the brutal 
attack”. Two more appalling crimes it is 
difficult to imagine and Searchlight 
sends its sincerest and most heartfelt 
condolences to the families. 

However, closer scrutiny of the way in 
which the BNP reported these crimes 
reveals that its “news team” was being 
far from honest when it declared, 
“this is the violent and brutal reality of 
life on the fault lines of multiculturalism 
— an inherently flawed and wicked 
policy whose advocates should be called 
to account”. 

Indeed, the BNP was immediately 
caught out when it emerged that the 
attack on the infant had not occurred 
overnight but some three weeks 
previously on 6 September and felt 
compelled to remove the original story 
from its website. Unapologetic about 
having deliberately telescoped the 
chronology of the two crimes, which, as 
the BNP was doubtless aware, would 
only serve to stoke local fears and 
tensions, the BNP returned later that 
day with an “update”. The truth, 
claimed the BNP, was even more 
shocking. The local press had been 
sitting on the story for days “while a 
gang of child rapists remains at large”. 

Again this was not true. While 
investigations are ongoing and the 
police are eager to trace a white Nissan 
Micra (registration K564 XFR) that 
was sold by two men after the attack, a 
32-year-old man, understood to be 
Asian, had already appeared in 
Dewsbury Magistrates’ Court on 12 
September charged with rape. At the 
time of writing he is awaiting trial. 

The ethnicity of the attacker is 
immaterial. Such heinous acts are a 


se see 





The British National Party is fond of usurping George 
Orwell's aphorism that “in an era of universal deceit 
telling the truth is a revolutionary act”. 

Alas, as its coverage of the murder of a young woman 
and the “gang rape” of a five-year-old girlin West 
Yorkshire reveals, truth is a basic concept that continues 
to elude the BNP. David Williams reports. 


straightforward matter of criminality 
not race, except of course for the BNP 
which believes that non-whites are 
genetically predisposed towards crime. 
The BNP was dishonest in claiming the 
rape was carried out by a “gang” of 
“Asian youths” and in saying that the 
child later died, an error that the BNP’s 
“update” failed to mention. The BNP 
was also quick to portray the victim as a 
“British schoolgirl” (ie. white) despite 
the fact that the police have quite 
rightly protected her anonymity. 
The truth is that the BNP has no 
concern for the anonymity of the victim 
or indeed the trauma undergone by 
victims and their families. Such matters 
are all grist to the mill to the BNP as 
long as they serve its wider racist goals. 
Many within the BNP were rightly 
sceptical of its account. One activist 
took the time to call the newsroom of 
the Batley local paper and confirmed 
that the incident had indeed occurred 
several weeks previously, that a man had 
indeed appeared in court and that the 
newspaper “had no information to 
suggest it was a gang rape or that the 
child had later died”. But this did not 
stop such rumours from spreading like 
wildfire across far-right newsgroups and 
other forums. “Is this not a wee bit 
embarrassing for the BNP” asked the 
same activist. “Maybe the BNP news 
team should check basic facts before 
publishing such shocking — and 
provocative stories on their website.” 
The murder of the young woman in 
Heckmondwike on 21 September was 
also seriously misrepresented by the 
BNP. Gemma Louise Roberts died 
after her throat was slashed. The 18- 
year-old had managed to stagger to 


the Swan Hotel in Bradford Road, 
Liversedge, where local residents tried 
desperately to save her but she died later 
in hospital. In a statement released by 
West Yorkshire Police the Roberts 
family described Gemma as a “loving 
caring person who would never hurt 
anyone”. It continued: “We will miss her 
terribly and we will never forget her ... 
we have been robbed of a beautiful 
young life.” 

Unlike either the police or any other 
news source the BNP was quick to 
report that “eyewitnesses” described the 
murderer as being “of Asian 
appearance”. No one else claimed the 
killer was “Asian”. Only the BNP did 
that. It also reported (incorrectly) that 
Gemma was a “blonde haired teenager” 
(photographs show her with dark hair) 
and for good measure lowered her age 
from 18 to 16. 

The obvious reason no one else 
reported that the assailant was “Asian” 
was because he was not. He was white. 
Within hours of the murder police had 
arrested and charged Richard Mark 
Hanson, a 20-year-old local man. 

It was not until 27 September, 
however, that the BNP was forced to 
admit that it was completely wrong, but 
blamed everybody but itself. It was the 
fault of the police for failing to release 
descriptions of the subjects, the BNP 
whined rather than accept the fact that 
its “news team” had been caught out 
passing off unsubstantiated rumours as 
“accurate and reliable information”. 

Indeed in its original story the BNP 
had gone out of its way to claim 
categorically that “this is not rumour or 
scandal mongering, these are hard facts 
from local people, confirmed by two of 





our elected councillors on Kirklees 
council and confirmed by one local 
newspaper reporter”. Searchlight has been 
unable to trace this “local newspaper 
reporter’. One wonders, however, what 
the Standards Board might have to say 
about two democratically elected officials 
deliberately trying to provoke one part of 
the community they represent to attack 
another by spreading misleading and 
deliberately incendiary rumours. 

The truth of the matter is that in the 
past six months or so there have been 
two murders and one case of 
manslaughter in the Heckmondwike 
area. The perpetrators were all white, as 
were the victims. 

Clearly embarrassed the BNP 
apologised “unreservedly” to its readers 
for the “confusion” its lies had caused — 
aided no doubt by the fact that an earlier 
article including a description of the 
murderer as “Asian” was left on its 
website. No apology was forthcoming to 
the local Asian community who the BNP 
had falsely alleged were responsible. 

Most notably, however, there was no 
apology to the Roberts family or 
Gemma’s_ boyfriend for cynically 
exploiting the tragedy of her murder in 
order to wind up racial tensions and 
provoke racial violence on the streets of 
West Yorkshire. 

As the BNP knows only too well 
such inflammatory and deliberately 
provocative stories, which in this case 
were deliberately conflated with the 
“war on terror” in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
can have an incendiary effect. Take for 
instance the mutual suspicion and 
rivalry between the black and Asian 
communities in the Lozells area of 
Birmingham, which exploded into 
violence in October 2005 when a false 
rumour was spread that a young West 


Indian girl had been raped by three 
Asian men. In the ensuing riots Isaiah 
Young-Sam, a black IT worker who had 
nothing to do with the violence, was set 
upon and stabbed to death. Was this the 
sort of occurrence the BNP’s “mistake” 
was aimed at precipitating in West 
Yorkshire where mutual suspicion 
between communities is already high? 
It is also instructive to compare how 
the BNP reported the murder in July of 
Mohammad Parvaiz, a 41-year-old 
Pakistani-born taxi driver and father of 
three, who was beaten to death by a 
group of white teenagers while working 
in Golcar, Huddersfield. Having mis- 
spelled Parvaiz’s name the BNP 
attacked the BBC for reporting the 
murder as “racist”. This, it stated, would 
encourage attacks against the white 
community. Instead the BNP claimed 
that although the perpetrators were 
“thuggish criminals” they were not racist 
killers but “the victims of a repressive, 
brutal regime which seeks to impose 
multiculturalism using State enacted 
violence on an unwilling populace”. 


Such is the racist logic of the BNP. 


Reaction on the far right 
As one would expect, when far-right 
message boards picked up the BNP’s 
incorrect report of 22 September of the 
murder and gang rape, many activists 
began talking excitedly and angrily 
from behind their keyboards about the 
need for “action”. It was not long, 
however, before many realised that 
something was seriously remiss with the 
BNP account. 

The BNP claimed in its “update” that 
a third crime had been committed, 
namely a “media blackout” — a claim 
calculated to enrage its activists - when 
in fact both stories were reported widely 
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locally not to mention on the BBC and 
ITN websites. Indeed it was from these 
sources that many soon figured out that 
there had been a “cock up”. Some 
activists were clearly irritated with 
the BNP’s playing fast and loose 
with the truth, which had seriously 
damaged the party’s credibility within 
the far-right firmament. Others felt they 
had been deliberately taken for a ride. 

One Bradford-based far-right activist 
posted his own view on the motives 
of those who had written the 
BNP’s original story, which is worth 
reproducing in full: 

“Soon after the Birmingham riots 
between Muslims and blacks, the 

BNP claimed that a Muslim taxi 

driver was killed by petrol bomb 

throwing blacks. This was in fact a 

calculated fabrication on behalf of 

the BNP in order to provoke angry 

Muslims into further violence. 

I can't help but wonder if they are 

up to the same trick here with the 

Batley incident, this time hoping 

that angry whites will take the law 

into their own hands? 

“It’s okay for Messrs [Nick] 
Griffin and [Lee] Barnes to add fuel 
to the fire by exaggerating race 
crimes to wind up hot-headed 
Muslim youths, but what about the 
aftermath for local whites living in 
towns and cities such as Bradford? 
Griffin lives in the middle of 
nowhere, and is safe from 
marauding gangs of Muslim youths, 
and should report on race crimes 
truthfully, and not exaggerate them 
for ulterior motives.” 

This is a rather damning indictment 
from within the far right itself on the 
BNP’s reckless attempt to foment racial 
violence in West Yorkshire. <q 
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Home Office still dragging its heals 


over Redwatch 


By Nick Lowles 


RECENT MEDIA coverage of the _ pernicious 
Redwatch website has led to further defiance from 
the nazis behind the site. 

In September, Searchlight named _ Kevin 
Watmough as the man who administered the 
website and put up the names. We reproduced a 
letter, written by Watmough himself, in which he 
admitted to his role. 

Redwatch first appeared as a tatty newsletter 
in the early 1990s, listing personal details of 
anti-racist and anti-fascist activists. It moved 
online in 2001. 

Following the attempted murder this summer of 
Alec McFadden, president of Merseyside TUC, the 
Home Office promised to look at the issue again. 

The TUC met Home Office Minister Vernon Coker 
and another meeting was scheduled for late 
October. As a result of the first meeting, the 
Metropolitan Police were given responsibility for 
investigating the site and an officer from the 
computer crimes unit was put in charge. 

While these developments were welcome, 
Searchlight is increasingly despondent about the 
subsequent progress. Reports have reached us that 
the Home Office is still refusing to consider any 
action in Britain against the site and we are so far 
not aware of any approach to the US authorities. 

In the meantime, Redwatch has become 
emboldened by this inaction. A revamped 
site contains details of more people and Watmough 
himself is feeling increasingly secure about 
his freedom. 

Meanwhile, the authorities should also look at 
Joe Owens’s website on which he clearly incites 
violence and retribution against individuals in the 
event of a conviction of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
at his trial this month. 

As previously reported in Searchlight, Griffin's 
former bodyguard and onetime gangland hitman 
has been working on his autobiography. The Nazi 
Assassin was to have been co-written by former 
Sunday Mirror reporter Graham Johnson but a 
disagreement with the writer and the publishers 
has left the book a sole Owens venture. 

The book is due out next spring and now that 
Owens has dumped the publisher it is likely to 
contain even more gratuitous violence than before. 

Searchlight would urge readers to continue 
to press the Home Office and the Metropolitan 
Police for action over Redwatch. One man was 
almost killed and others have been attacked 
and threatened. 

In an age where security and terrorism dominate 
the political agenda this is deplorable. ~= 





Shut down Redwatch 


As part of our campaign to get the Redwatch 
website closed down, Searchlight has 
produced postcards which we urge readers to 
send to the Metropolitan Police, who now 
have the Redwatch file. 


To obtain postcards please visit 
AAU ACd Ce) olant-lelalemael i) 
phone: 020 76818660 or 
email editors@searchlight magazine.com 


It’s time to get Watty! 





Special notice for all Searchlight readers 


Anti-BNP Day of Action 
Barking & Dagenham 
Saturday 18 November 


10.30am Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
(corner of Green Lane), Dagenham 


The BNP is making Barking & Dagenham its 

national priority. As a result, the local Labour 

Party and Barking & Dagenham Together are 

holding the first of a series of Days of Action 

to take the fight against the extremists into 
the community. 


We urge everyone to spare a couple of 
hours to come and help defeat the 
BNP in East London 


Visit www.stopthebnp.com 
for further details 


Agreement beckons 
Now racism can be addressed 


The St Andrews Agreement looks set toenda 
generation of sectarian conflict in Northern Ireland. 
John Coulter of the Irish Daily Star and Matthew 


Collins of Searchlight examine whether the path to 
peace can combat the North’s growing racism crisis. 


RACISM IN Northern Ireland should be 
tackled head-on, now that October’s 
St Andrews Agreement looks likely to 
produce a return to legislative, power- 
sharing government in Northern 
Ireland by March 2007. 

In a sequence of events between 
now and that date, Sinn Fein is 
expected to recognise the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) 
and lan Paisley’s Democratic Unionist 
Party will agree to share power with 
republicans and nationalists. Later 
this month, the suspended Stormont 
Assembly is due to meet to nominate 
Reverend lan Paisley as First Minister 
and Sinn Fein’s chief negotiator 


Martin McGuinness as Deputy 
First Minister. 
The Independent Monitoring 


Commission, which monitors terrorist 
activity, is expected to give the 
Provisional IRA a clean bill of health in 
its January report. In the run-up to the 
talks in Scotland it signalled that it was 
of the opinion that the PIRA could not 
return to conflict even if it wanted to. 
A referendum to ratify the St Andrews 
Agreement is likely in January. 

Had the two parties not given their 
blessing to the St Andrews 
Agreement, the London and Dublin 
governments looked set to scrap 
the Stormont Assembly and place the 
province on the road to joint rule 
between the Dail (the Republic’s 
parliament) and Westminster. 

While the politicians were in 
Scotland, the UVF leadership travelled 
to the mainland for secret discussions 
where it is understood they decided to 
stand down their members but not 
decommision any weapons. 

The thought that Dublin would gain 


a greater say in the north’s affairs had 
been terrifying Unionists, particularly 
the religious right of the DUP. 
Even before October's so-called 
hothouse talks in Scotland which 
produced the St Andrews Agreement, 
Paisley was moving tactically to ensure 
there would be no rebellion from his 
volatile religious fundamentalist wing. 
Forty-eight hours before the nego- 
tiations, Paisley held historic face-to- 
face talks with Archbishop Sean Brady, 
the Roman Catholic Primate of Ireland. 

Paisley based his strategy on a 
simple “trust me” mentality and the 
religious hardliners duly followed. 
After 40 years of being branded the 
Dr No of unionism and _ religious 
Protestantism, Paisley had pulled off a 
coup by demonstrating that he could 
say “yes” too. 

The St Andrews Agreement will be 
accompanied by a __ substantial 
financial package for Northern Ireland, 
together with guarantees that a 
restored Executive would have the 
power to cap rates and retain the 
North’s selective school system. 
The protection of the grammar 
schools will help the DUP retain the 
electoral support of _ influential 
middle-class unionists. It will also put 
a serious question mark over the 
future of the Ulster Unionist Party. 

Under its former leader, the joint 
Nobel Peace Prize winner David 
Trimble, the UUP negotiated the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement which 
established the Stormont Assembly. 
However, in the Assembly elections of 
November 2003 and the 2005 general 
election, the unionist middle class 
opted to “dump Dave” and made the 
DUP the lead voice for unionism. 









Unfortunately, while Stormont has 
lain dormant, racism has become the 
new sectarianism and recent years 
have seen a massive jump in the 
number of racially motivated crimes. 

Some may find a Paisley-McGuinness 
double-act hard to swallow. The two 
men have personified the two political 
extremes of Northern Irish politics for 
as long as one can remember. One is a 
defiant, ultra-conservative Protestant 
firebrand, the other, the formerly 
youthful public face of a Marxist 
revolutionary movement that used 
an “Armalite and ballot box” strategy 
to bring it to the position in which it 
now finds. 

However, when Searchlight spoke to 
Sinn Fein MLA Alex Maskey in 
September, he was of the opinion that 
the DUP could honestly deliver a “fair 
deal” and was more than willing to 
argue that the DUP’s populism over 
the issues that were currently keeping 
the party out of Stormont would 
ensure the delivery of a progressive 
programme for all, particularly in 
Protestant areas where racism remains 
so strong, once the DUP did return to 
the Assembly. 

Meanwhile, Searchlight's report from 
Northern Ireland last month received 
widespread coverage in the province, 
with a long article in the Belfast 
Telegraph's Sunday edition. Loyalist 
leaders repeated their claims that their 
organisations were not racist, but as 
the article made clear, neither are they 
pro-active in delivering an anti-racist 
message or dialogue within their 
communities. Members of the UDA 
were reported as being on their way to 
the Middle East to discuss “conflict 
resolution’, of all things. = 








HREE NIGHTS of racial violence in Windsor 
last month highlighted the fragile state of 
community relations in this country. 

There had been tensions between the dairy 
owner and the white community for more than 
two years. Some residents had complained 
about his trucks clogging up local roads and 
more recently his plans to open an Islamic Centre 
on the site. 

The violence flared up in early October after a 
local woman claimed she had been attacked 
during a stand-off between residents and the 
Asian workforce. Later, up to 50 white youths 
were involved in the trouble at any one time and 
three arrests were made. 

The second night saw further gang fighting, with 
people drawn in from outside the immediate area. 
On the third night, fighting between white and 
Asian youths culminated in a petrol bomb attack 
on the business. An eyewitness said that after the 
attack the driver of a car shouted that he would be 
back later with a gun. 

Staff at the dairy claim they have faced verbal 
abuse, their cars have been damaged and stones, 
bricks and bottles thrown at the buildings. 

One MP dismissed the trouble as “antisocial 
behaviour” but there is no disguising the deep 
mistrust between communities. What happened 
in Windsor could happen in dozens of other areas 
in the country. Addressing the fundamental 
divisions, insecurities and mistrust between 
communities has to be a key priority of the 
Government. 

Fiona Mactaggart, MP for Slough, said: “At any 
time Islamophobic attacks are unacceptable. In 
this holy month of Ramadan it is particularly 
distressing for the Muslim community to be 
victims of hatred.’ ~a 














International 


Heavy price paid for reclaiming 
St Petersburg’s streets 


By Bruno Garmson for Antifascist Motive and 


Antifa-Net in St Petersburg 


AN ATTACK BY young anti-fascists on a 
picket line of the racist Movement 
Against Illegal Immigration (DPNI) 
in the centre of St Petersburg on 
17 September resulted in two injuries 
and 20 arrests. 

The DPNI had applied for permission 
to demonstrate by falsely using the 
names “Youth against Drugs’, an 
apolitical network of Russian youth 
organisations sponsored by Unicef, 
and “editorial staff of the magazine 
World without drugs”. |ts true purpose 
was to express solidarity with the 
racist pogroms in Kondopoga two 
weeks earlier (see Searchlight October 
2006), although in its application the 
DPNI claimed that one of its aims was 
“to keep inter-ethnic peace in the 
Russian Federation’. 

The anti-fascists wanted to disperse 
the DPNI activists by driving them 
from their meeting place and 
occupying it, in retaliation for the 
Kondopoga pogroms and a recent 
series of brutal nazi attacks on clubs 
and concerts in St Petersburg. 

The short but violent confrontation 
surprised bystanders and journalists. 
Reporters’ attention was focused on 
the mainly masked anti-fascists who 
launched their attack in a close 
formation, breaking bottles on the 
pavement and igniting fireworks and 
flares. The fact that the DPNI racists 
immediately produced knives and 
wooden hammers seemed to escape 
their notice. When the racists spotted 
two anti-fascist scouts among their own 
ranks, one of whom was taking pictures, 
they immediately attacked them. 

The St Petersburg police, who were 
obviously unprepared for such a clash, 
called in OMON riot police units. 
When the anti-fascist attack had 
started only one uniformed and three 
plain-clothes police officers had been 
present in contrast to recent anti- 
fascist demonstrations where dozens of 
uniformed officers have been on duty. 


Wounded anti-fascist being 
taken to an ambulance 


After OMON arrived, about 20 
people were arrested and ferried to 
the nearest police station while two 
injured people were taken to hospital 
by ambulance. At the police station, 
the anti-fascists were beaten up and 
told that they were “a shame to the 
fatherland, unlike the DPNI”. 

All but one were released. The last 
was detained for more than a week 
and will stand trial for alleged 
hooliganism and assault. DPNI 
activists have since claimed without 
any evidence that he hit one of them 
with a baseball bat, causing 
concussion. If convicted the anti- 
fascist could face two years in prison. 

Another anti-fascist who had 
suffered a knife wound to his stomach 
was kept in custody at the hospital 
and will also stand trial for alleged 
hooliganism. So far the prosecutors 
have not tried to find out who stabbed 
him but appear content to follow the 
fascist line that the stabbing was an 
act of self-defence. 

The mass media are again 
functioning as a mouthpiece for the 
DPNI, accusing the anti-fascists of 
attacking with knives. The formerly 
independent NTV_ station even 
managed to dig up an “anti-fascist” 
who, filmed from behind to hide his 
identity, denounced the attack on 
the DPNI. Meanwhile the DPNI is 
persisting with its absurd claim of 
being a victim, even drawing a 
ridiculous parallel with the events in 
Kondopoga. Most of the mass media 
have swallowed this rubbish. 

The young anti-fascists have 
claimed victory because they succe- 
eded in their aims of disrupting the 
DPNI picket and showing that the 
streets do not belong to fascists. 
So far, unfortunately, the focus in the 
press and public opinion (and from 
some so-called anti-fascists) has been 
on their militant attitude which 
obscures their political motives and 








detracts from their battle against 


the anti-democratic and intolerant 
policies of the Russian government. 
They see anti-fascism in contemporary 
Russia as a desperate struggle against 
the domination of the streets by 
nazi youth. 

Recent changes in government 
policies towards the Georgian ethnic 
minority living in Russia suggest that 
the analysis of the young anti-fascists 
is right. At the beginning of October, 
President Putin repeated DPNI 
rhetoric almost word by word when he 
claimed that native Russians have 
been “suffering from the aggression of 
immigrants” and corruption among 
the Russian police, notably in 
Kondopoga. He went on to demand 
an end to the domination of Russian 
markets by immigrants. 

Putin's speech was the signal for 
massive police raids on markets, 
restaurants and other public places in 
which hundreds of Georgians were 
arrested. Illegal immigrants found 
were deported to Georgia on aircraft 
of the Russian emergencies ministry. 
Even Georgian children were targeted 
as Moscow police telephoned 
schools for information about pupils 
with Georgian surnames. Later, the 
Moscow authorities denied req- 
uesting this information, although 
school personnel declared that the 
calls had been received. Officially 
and openly, all Georgian-owned 
businesses were checked and some 
casinos and restaurants shut down. 

In the context of the events of 
the past few months, especially the 
pogroms and persecution of innocent 
ethnic minority people, the actions 
of the young anti-fascists in St 
Petersburg can be regarded as an 
honest and courageous, if marginal, 
response. It is the attitude of those 
who prosecute and oppose them and 
insult their fighting spirit that should 
be questioned. ~a 





Home news 
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n 4 October 1936 hundreds of 

thousands of people prevented 

Sir Oswald Mosley and 

his fascist Blackshirts from 
marching through London’s East End 
in what became known as the Battle of 
Cable Street. 

On Sunday 8 October 2006 local 
people, trade unionists, anti-fascists and 
veterans of the International Brigade 
and the Battle of Cable Street gathered 
in the park by the Cable Street mural to 
celebrate this pivotal victory against 
fascism and to think about the lessons 
for today. 

Then the fascists’ main target was the 
Jewish community, which formed a 
large part of the population of east 
London. Now it is the Muslims against 
whom the British National Party are 
trying to stir up hatred. 

The Cable Street Group, which 
consists of local residents and others, 
managed to get Cable Street closed for 
part of the day so that a street theatre 
group could symbolically re-enact the 
battle with the participation of trade 
unionists and members of the Barking 
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& Dagenham and Redbridge Together 
groups, all carrying their banners. 

The day included photographic 
exhibitions, music from a variety of 
cultures including a Jewish klezmer 
band, stalls and food. There was a steady 
stream of visitors to the stalls of 
Searchlight and the Together groups 
which did a roaring trade especially in 
Philosophy Football’s Spanish Civil 
War commemoration T-shirts, which 
Searchlight advertises each month. 

Alongside our stalls and that of the 
London Anti Racist Alliance was a 
display of a few of David Hoffman's 
photographs of BNP criminality in east 
London. Many people, including 
visitors from west and east Europe, 
North America and Ireland, approached 
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Searchlight to exchange information 


and stories about the anti-fascist 
struggles past and present. 

The sunny day brought out a large 
number of local people and some public 
figures including Ruth Kelly, the 
Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government. Among the 
Jewish veterans of Cable Street present 
were Max Levitas, who sat as a 
Communist Party councillor on the old 
Stepney council for many years, and 
Aubrey Morris, whose autobiography, 
Unfinished Journey, has just been 
published. Others there included 
founding members of the Newham 
Monitoring Group, which was in the 
forefront of resisting racism in east 
London from the 1970s. ~ 





BNP news 


Council Watch 


Each month Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and 
activities of British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Councillor is benefit cheat 


THE BRITISH National Party in 
West Yorkshire has suffered a major 
blow as one of its most senior 
councillors in West Yorkshire faces a 
prison sentence of up to seven years 
after being found guilty on four charges 
of benefit fraud. 

Richard Mulhall, 38, one of two BNP 
councillors on Halifax-based Calderdale 
Council, had pleaded not guilty to four 
charges involving fraudulent claims of 
more than 43,000 in benefits. 

The judge told Mulhall that he had 
“defrauded the very people he had been 
elected to serve”. 

“I take a serious view of a councillor 
cheating his own electorate,” said 
Recorder Felicity Davies at Teesside 
Crown Court. 


statement in order to claim benefits. 

Mulhall admitted he had signed a 
form stating that his partner was not 
working. He said he had not read a 
warning declaration on the form. 

During the trial Mulhall was asked by 
prosecutor Steve Grattage: “As an 
intelligent person did you not realise 
you should read that before signing?” 

Mulhall replied: “Without wanting 
to put myself down, I would not class 
myself as an intelligent person just 
because I am a councillor”. 

Sentencing has been adjourned for 
two to three weeks. 

Mulhall looks almost certain to lose 
his council seat. A prison sentence of 
just three months — even if it is 
suspended -— would automatically 















BNP not racist claim 


COUNCILLOR DAVID 
Exley has said that the 
BNP supports the Kick 
Racism out of Kirklees 
campaign and that his party 
is not racist. 

However neither he 
nor the other two 
BNP members on 
Kirklees council 
spoke up after a 
group of young people Pica the 
council and handed over a petition 
demanding that racism be kicked out of 
Kirklees, although all the other main 
parties had backed the campaign. 

In an unusual display of diffidence, 
councillor Exley, the leader of the BNP 
council group, told the Huddersfield 


Mulhall had failed to reveal 
that his partner was working 
and earning an income 
while he continued to 
claim housing benefit and 
jobseekers’ allowance. 

He was found guilty on 
two charges of failing to notify 
the authorities of a change 
in circumstances, and two 
charges of making a false 


disqualify him as a councillor. 

Disqualification would result in 
a by-election. Calderdale has 
an active anti-fascist group, 
4), Calderdale Unity Against 
Racism and Fascism, which 
| will go all-out to prevent 
the BNP regaining the seat. 
The group can be contacted at 


‘Y calderdaleunity@ 
yahoo.co.uk. 


Barking councillor supports Grey Wolves 


A BNP COUNCILLOR in Barking and Dagenham has said 
that if he lived in Turkey he would vote for the Grey Wolves. 

Lawrence Rustem, who is half Cypriot, also told London's 
Turkish press that the BNP would pay people up to 
£150,000 to encourage “voluntary repatriation”. When one 
journalist pointed out that Britain's population was aging 
and the country might welcome immigrants, he replied 
that British couples could be paid to have children. 

The Grey Wolves are a Turkish fascist organisation and 
were responsible for the attempt to assassinate the late 
Pope John Paul Il. 

Rustem had recently returned from North Cyprus, which 
he visited for the first time to attend his father’s funeral. 
He told the journalists: “The positive aspect that came of 
my dad's death was basically being reintroduced to my 
family, who | haven't seen for so long”. He added: “The 
worst thing about Cyprus was having to come home.’ 


Daily Examiner that he was going to 
speak, but other councillors had taken a 
few swipes at his party during their 
statements and he was not prepared to 
be the council’s “whipping boy”. 

He claimed that he supported the 
campaign “100%” but had “one 
reservation and that is that it’s looked at 
in an even-handed way and _ it’s 
recognised that racism comes from both 
sides”. Not quite 100% then. 










He went as far as to consider the possibility of his own | 
repatriation, explaining that his experience 
of North Cyprus had had an effect on him. 
“At this point other factors have entered ¢ ' 
into my life. A few weeks ago | wouldn't 
have thought I'd go to ‘ 
Cyprus. | wouldn't have x, \ 
thought I'd have perceived it 
as being a very nice place to visit, 
and maybe even one day to live.’ 

Rustem’s father Yylmaz Rustem, an 
ardent Turkish nationalist, died in 
London in September but his body 
was returned to Cyprus for a Muslim 
funeral, a point that is unlikely to 
endear Rustem to his anti-Muslim 
BNP comrades. 




















REG FREESON was brought up in a 
Jewish orphanage in Norwood, south 
ol ale fo} pir-] ave cok-{-ui voy) ol-Xoro ant Wu =] ofe]¥] ¢ 
government minister who was 
faon =] 0) {<n Co) gamed a¥-lan¥ol(o) alate jum elU]0)|(@ 
iakeletiae far-lave fame(=1cctavellare pan ualcwan ty-(e(- 
union movement. 

| had the pleasure of working 
under Reg’s editorship in the early 
1960s when. Searchlight was first 
produced as a newspaper. A self-taught 
successful journalist, he had a well 
earned reputation for being stubborn. 
His vision of a regular anti-fascist 
publication in Britain became reality 
NW ildapsy-r-lceiall(e ale 

avy) celeiale) narclay mie=isyielal (e) 0) efekx 16) 
the Korean war and German 
igrcldaatclantciaiy late) AUVely cy acelelareliatel 
member of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. 

Another cause Freeson took up was 
Liatss (ecole liteliare) cele Imlel(acy ipl (@d-laa) 
village that the Nazis razed to the 
felceyeave) lavcie <iiliare) ll) (ies (earciay clave! 
ideelaby exe)a tate) wale) uieleateial level celaliceicaia) 
as retaliation for the assassination of 
ICcilflareice| iml-Velarea) uals) \ieya) ore\iclgarele 
of Bohemia and Moravia. Freeson 
sfejlatsrel lal daltcigal-leielarl| wuelgaielces cei 
taatclialh’2 elu iere} eleve)e)(=1 uae) geveleyi ie (ear) 
village after the war. 

In 1964 he was elected MP for 
Willesden East (renamed Brent East in 
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NheV Ae.) laMatelada lives qi Molatelolaya a colaniiaatcl 
outset he spoke out strongly in 
the Commons against racial discrimi- 
nation, Government anti-immigration 
fo) (0) ofes-t-] kyr] ave datcMm at-V4 ie) gef-lalit-}u(o) ais 
that were gathering strength in Britain 
before and after the formation of the 
National Front in 1967. 

He got his first ministerial post in 
1967 in the Ministry of Power. In 1969 
Harold Wilson appointed him a junior 
minister in the Ministry of Housing 
relate). MoXer-| | (Clo\-igalaalclaie a WVia(clccl atc) 
stood up against cuts to the “homes 
for all’ council house building pro- 
gramme. In opposition from 1970, he 
NEE) colUl uy ele) <cial fe) iilelalujare) cele iue-lol= 
unions and against the Heath 
government's Industrial Relations Bill. 

After Labour returned to power in 
1974 he became Minister of State for 
alelessiare| lale) @elariaquiqacela) Wialclecl ala 
tried to get councils to bring empty 
properties back into occupation. 
When James Callaghan became Prime 
Minister in 1976 Freeson moved to 
fe) eVavaliave) clave) ere-)icele\i-laalanycial a 

He eventually lost his parliamentary 
eerie la) (ncishs clancle | e)ele) ale) lo)janale 
campaign by the supposedly leftwing 
Ken Livingstone to unseat him in his 
constituency. 

Freeson had been elected a 
councillor in Willesden in 1952 and 






eg Freeson 


Gétry Gable looks back at the life of one of the founders 
of Searchlight, who died on 9 October 2006 aged 80. 









became leader of the council in 1958, 
a position he held for seven years. 
He returned to Brent Council in 2002, 
but lost his seat in May this year. 

In his later years Freeson worked for 
Labour Friends of Israel and the Jewish 
i=) ofolUlm\VCohVcigallaienclelidi gre lias gpr-ler-y4] atl 
Jewish Vanguard. He became a staunch 
Zionist after witnessing the Jewish 
struggle for independence firsthand at 
the end of the Second World War, in 
which he had served in the army. 
ales Kele)e ley jfellear-liciaay ce lUldlate) aly 
service days and carried this profession 
(Taio) cliVitrelay likey uVaielave) ace)@: aat-layy, auvi-ll| 
known publications. 

Freeson remained a strong advocate 
for peace in the Middle East but was a 
(oye cof) <cia) celdiuce: cole arelalanviare) kie-\clit 
governments. 

Mats ike), | stelle) aalosia colle -lerel ie 
Reg is from his days in Willesden after 
the war when he was always being 
attacked by the many Polish anti- 
semitic emigrés in the local Tory party. 
lpls Wee Jels-)qple) che cla) e)elclae-lig 
election meeting when a nazi shouted 
coyUie cla) claideaurie lela cle alga aCe] 
i[elanlelee| icelan) ats e)-lacelaanciarel a ercice 
Uist aat-lal cele cloreluie ielale gallos elicelga 
[dare aera) (ee) |(jeriele| iveige) =) selhautiic e)s 
iicelerlavel elanvciie-liondarclersa(elayive) ¢vaclivia 
a slight chastisement from Reg. 

Salud comrade. 








A nation forged by migration 
and class struggle 


Matthew Collins reviews 
The Progressive Patriot - 


A Search for Belonging by 


Billy Bragg. 


WHEN I FIRST met Billy Bragg a few 
years ago, we sat in a café in west London 
while I badgered him for the best part of 
two hours about his notion of 
Englishness. Did it include football, 
rugby, cricket, darts, lawn bowls etc, etc? 
To varying degrees it was a resounding 
yes, though he did admit to a slight 
aversion to Morris dancing. It wasn’t in 
any way the antithesis of anything I grew 
up struggling to understand about home. 

As some may see or portray it, 
Englishness is often just about the 
football, or when used politically, just an 
occasional Fleet Street column inch to 
ward off the idea of a Scottish PM. 
When it suits them, certain other people 
hold up the idea of England a nation as 
a counter to the “British” nationality on 
the passports of black people. 

So if youre after rock and roll 
anecdotes it’s best you give The 
Progressive Patriot —A Search for Belonging 
a wide berth. This is the progressive’s 
clarion call to arms, or at least into the 
arms of a country with no national 
anthem (the only country at the last 
World Cup without one, as Bragg notes). 

This book has been a long time 
coming and surprising as it may seem to 
have come from the left of centre, 
the dissection of a nation, indeed 
nationality, purely so that it can be 
properly stood up, addressed and, 
god forbid, admired is part of the 
challenge that Bragg has set himself as 
an “old Leftie”. Using himself only as 


the vehicle for his arguments, the little 
touches of Bragg family history from his 
grandfather’s old diary and the old desk 
and gas mask the family have kept strike 
a chord that should be very real for 
anyone like Bragg, who grew up still in 
the long shadows cast by the Second 
World War. Perhaps for many, that is 
when England stopped being England 
in the way they never really knew it. 
Bragg muses on how his father took 
the time to explain and give meaning to 
the landscape around Barking, the 
Essex where the “A13 trunk road to the 
sea” was built, and the many different 
tribes on the land before it is Bragg’s 
England, but not exclusively his. 
Orwell’s The Lion and the Unicorn also 
shapes Bragg’s arguments. The essence 
of Brage’s book is that England is an 
evolving nation, 
somewhere lost 
and in many ways 
a historical hidden 
treasure born of 
class struggle. 
Brageg’s book 
on England and 
Englishness is one 
the BNP will not 
like of course. It is 
as much about 2006 
as it is about 1066, 
and continuous class 
struggles and suf- 
frage that also help 
shape another hefty 
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swipe in his ongoing dislike of the 
House of Lords and his commitment to 
fighting racism and fascism, because it’s 
un-cool and un-English. 

It’s not quite a definitive case for 
“Take down the Union Jack” but Bragg 
does make an excellent case, should one 
need to be made, for taking those crosses 
of St George away from the BNP and 
kicking them out of Barking, Bragg’s 
“northern” home town that somehow 
ended up being cast in Essex. 

There's a heavy emphasis early on 
about the Angles, the Picts, the Vikings, 
the Normans and many other 
conquerors and invaders, right up to 
those who came to settle in the fifties 
and gave Billy his love of music and an 
understanding of what England means 

to him. He knows his 
. argument; he has mastered 
_ the case behind it. 
| The arguments about 
_ history, race, class, cohesion, 
the bill of rights and 
democracy should help 
ensure that Billy Bragg is 
a long way from the 
magical “gong” her Majesty 
normally bestows upon 
rock and roll icons. Let us 
hope it also ensures fewer 
people blindly standing up 
| for a song without our 
name that never once 
mentions those values and 
traditions. << 



























International 
feature 


in Brussels 


Elections in 


Europe THE ELECTIONS FOR city and 
provincial councils in Belgium on 
8 October produced a few big 
surprises and a rather complicated 
result. For the first time in its history, 
the far-right Vlaams Belang was not 
able to claim a victory once all the 
a votes had been counted. 
VB boss The results in the bigger Flemish 
Filip: cities and in Brussels were a huge 
Dewinter disappointment for the racist VB’s 
leaders who had been hoping finally 
to obtain an absolute majority in 
Antwerp and other cities in the 
Antwerp region such as Schoten. 
They failed and so the cordon sanitaire 
imposed by the mainstream parties 
around the VB_~ remains intact 
everywhere in the country. The VB 
lost 2.6% of its total vote nationally 
compared with the regional 

parliamentary elections of 2004. 

The beginning of the end, some 

rival politicians have declared in 

a slightly euphoric state and 

certainly prematurely. 

Nevertheless the results are 
worrying because the VB made 
gains in smaller towns all over the 
country and at the provincial level 
in Flanders where it gained 6%. 
The VB now has 20-25% of the vote 
in Flanders, giving it a solid base that 
will not disappear for several years. 
In many towns the VB has become the 
largest party. Even in more rural areas 
where none of the traditional themes 
of the VB are an issue the party 
managed to poll 15- 20%. 

In its Antwerp — stronghold, 
however, VB celebrity Filip Dewinter 
lost his popularity contest with his 
social democrat rival Patrick Janssens. 
The loudmouthed Dewinter, 44, des- 
perately wanted to become mayor of 
the biggest Flemish city but Janssens, 
the current mayor, came in ahead by 
15,000 votes, thanks to a remarkable 
presidential-style campaign that hardly 
mentioned his own party's name. 

Dewinter’s campaign was marked by 
a cynical appeal to the city’s 30,000 


No landslide for far right 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet/RésistanceS 


Jews to join forces with the VB against 
radical Islam. He was also tainted by 
the random, racist murder in Antwerp 
in May of a pregnant nanny from Mali 
and the little Flemish girl in her care. 
The father of the white skinhead 
charged with the murders is a VB 
supporter. 

The national media on election 
night showed a gasping, deflated 
Dewinter who was _ obviously 
unprepared for his defeat and found it 
difficult to addressing a VB audience. 
Knocked off his pedestal, he was not 
able to resort to the triumphant 
rhetoric of the past. Dewinter’s defeat 
means that, for the first time in more 
than a decade, the VB is no longer the 
biggest party in its “home town’. 
As soon as the first results were known 
in Antwerp, anti-VB voters took to the 
streets to celebrate Dewinter’s demise. 

In Ghent, the VB list led by Francis 
Van den Eynde - suffered an 
unprecedented loss of two of its seats 
on the city council while in the 
Brussels region the VB made hardly 
any progress. Its list, headed by the 
so-called “supercop” Johan Demol, 
even lost three of its four seats 
in Schaarbeek. 

In Wallonia, the results for the 
extreme right were catastrophic. 
In some places up to four different 
extreme-right parties - the Front 
National and its factional splinters 
such as Force Nationale and Front 
Nouveau de Belgique - competed for 
the same votes. Only in Charleroi, 
Liége and La Louviére did extreme 
rightwing parties manage to get any 
candidates elected. The FN’s relative 
stronghold remains Charleroi, where it 
has four seats in the city council and 
10% the vote. 

Generally, the results are bad news 
for the Liberal-Socialist coalition led by 
the Liberal Democrat premier Guy 
Verhofstadt. His team faces federal 
elections next year and, if the results 
are similar, it will lose its overall 
parliamentary majority. ~= 











International 


Populists vie for poll success 


Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht reports 


THE NETHERLANDS goes to the polls on 
22 November with four rightwing 
populist parties competing for the legacy 
of the late Pim Fortuyn. 

The Freedom Party seems to have the 
best chance to gain seats in parliament 
with its neo-liberal and anti-lslam 
approach. Geert Wilders, its leader, claims 
he wants “to return society to its 
inhabitants” He has received death 
threats as a result of his anti-Muslim 
rhetoric and goes around accompanied 
by bodyguards, which enables him to 
hone the image of a steely man with a 
bigger mission than himself. 

Wilders demands that the constitution 
be set aside in times of crisis to combat 
terrorism and that the police should 
conduct preventative searches. He also 
calls for a five-year halt to non-Western 
immigration, a five-year embargo on 
building Islamic schools and mosques, 
the abolition of dual nationality and 
voting rights and social benefits to be 
restricted to people with a Dutch 
passport. 

He also rages on about a binding 
referendum on the euro and urges an 
end to Dutch participation in UN missions 
and to Dutch payments to the EU. 

At the beginning of October, Wilders 
grabbed the headlines by warning that “a 
tsunami of Islamisation will hit the Dutch 
in their heart, culture and identity” 
Rejecting moderate Islam he linked 
criminal behaviour directly to the culture 
and religion of Moroccan youngsters. 





A List Pim Fortuyn councillor and a 
Livable Rotterdam councillor have joined 
his candidates list but the problem for any 
nazis planning to back him is his support 
for Israel. He visited Jerusalem to seek 
inspiration for his new party. 

Marco Pastors, leader of Livable 
Rotterdam, and Joost Eerdmans, an LPF 
MP. established their own party called 
One NL at the end of August. Their 
programme remains unclear but will 
include elected mayors and the 
introduction of referendums. It will 
also. centre on security, education, 
bureaucracy and integration, on which 
their policy is that there is one dominant 
culture in the Netherlands: the Western 
one. 

Pastors wants a party without 
members but lots of donors. The only 
“members” will be his candidates. 
He maintains this is the modern way 
but it only proves the paucity of 
democracy in his organisation. He just 
wants to be the boss. 

Pastors’s list for the elections includes 
Fortuyn’s youngest brother and former 
driver of his Bentley, who is now a 
councillor in Tilburg. Two conservative 
liberals from the People’s Party for 
Freedom and Democracy have joined the 
list, as well as a Turkish nationalist and a 
former chairman of the Islam Contact 
Group, probably brought in to avoid 
accusations that One NL is racist. 

Another would-be successor to 
Fortuyn, former LPF minister Hilbrand 
Nawijn, has 
established his 
own outfit, the 
Party for the 
Netherlands 
(PVN). He was 
joined by 
Gerard van As, 
the former LPF 
chairman who 


Marco Pastors, 
leader of Livable 
Rotterdam, by a 
statue of the late 
Pim Fortuyn 





left after a fight over the leadership. 
However he lasted only a month in the 
PVN, chucking the towel in after a row 
with Nawijn over his position on the 
candidates list. 

Nawijn, who has links with the Belgian 
fascist Vlaams Belang, is touting his hard 
line on migration, crime and the 
reintroduction of the death penalty. 
His aim is to get the 200 or more local 
Fortuynist parties to come together and 
to persuade their voters to back the PVN. 
The party's 25-point programme would 
end the construction of mosques and 
ban Islamic education and the wearing of 
headscarves in public sector jobs. 

Two weeks after van As left the LPF his 
seat in parliament was taken by Olaf 
Stuger, who immediately became the 
front runner in the LPF's election 
campaign. Stuger was an MP during the 
86 days in 2002 when the LPF held 26 
seats in parliament. The LPF launched its 
campaign with a change of name to List 5 
Fortuyn and a controversial video clip:in 
which a Fortuyn impersonator declares, 
to the sound of the five gunshots that 
ended his life on 6 May 2002, “you can 
shoot my body of the earth but you 
can never beat my ideas out of me’ 

The publication of a report about 
government responsibility for the fire at 
the detention centre at Schiphol on 26 
October 2005, which killed 11 asylum- 
seekers and illegal migrants, is casting a 
shadow over the election. In a bid to 
uphold their credibility in the wake of the 
report, Justice Minister Piet Hein Donner 
and Housing Minister Sybilla Dekker 
resigned from the government on 21 
September. Donner is still on the Christian 
Democrats’ list and will probably return 
to parliament. 

If the four populist parties want 
the Netherlands’ rising number of 
malcontents to vote for them, they will 
have to distinguish themselves from each 
other and, crucially, from the most 
popular politician on the right, Rita 
Verdonk, the hardline Migration Minister. 
She has the reputation of being an 
“Iron Lady” and will make sure her voice 
is the loudest in the campaign. ~a 





Extreme right makes further gains 


Rita Ruesch reports from Vienna for 
Rosa Antifa Wien and Antifa-Net 


Nazis at the Freedom 
Party’s final election 
rally in Vienna 


Geben statt ¢ 
| nehmen! 


THE NATIONAL ELECTION in 
Austria on 1 October left Chancellor 
Wolfgang Schiissel’s _ conservative 
Austrian People’s Party (OVP) with 
heavy losses and facing the prospect 
of losing office to the Social 
Democrats (SPO). 

But the extreme right made some 
significant gains, despite the fact that the 
two far-right parties — the Freedom 
Party (FPO) and the breakaway Alliance 
for the Future of Austria (BZO), led by 
the former FPO leader Jorg Haider — 
were openly fighting each other in the 
weeks leading up to the election. 

The highlight of their row was a 
television discussion during which the 
BZO frontrunner Peter Westenthaler 
accused the FPO, now led by Heinz- 


Christian Strache, of having nazis in 
its ranks. _ x 

The FPO and BZO jointly took 
15.1% of the vote, an increase of more 
than 50% for the extreme right. The 
FPO was the main beneficiary with 
11% while the BZO trailed with 4.1%. 
Both parties therefore crossed the 4% 
threshold and will continue to sit in the 
Austrian parliament. 

The BZO’s vote is heavily 
concentrated in the southern state of 
Carinthia, which is governed by Haider 
himself and has long returned high 
votes for the extreme right. The BZO 
managed to get 24.9% there (the FPO 
only 7.3%), whereas in the rest of the 
country the BZO vote was mostly 
below 3%. 





Both parties conducted aggressively 
racist election campaigns, competing 
with each other on who wants to deport 
more foreigners. The BZO, for instance, 
promised to throw 300,000 people out 
of the country. The FPO tried to cash in 
on Islamophobic prejudices with 
slogans such as “Home not Islam”. 
Strache has some very special fans, as 
was evident from the hardcore nazis 
who listened intently to his final speech 
before the election in Vienna. 

Members of the Austrian nazi scene 
used to try to look unobtrusive when 
attending FPO events, but this time 
they were openly flaunting their beliefs, 
with T-shirts flaunting Blood and 
Honour, the Ku Klux Klan and the dead 
nazi musician Jan Stuart. ~_q 





Has Le Pen already won? 


Esbé for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris reports 


FRANCE’S NEXT presidential 
elections will be held in April next year. 
In 2002, Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of 
the right-wing extremist Front 
National, managed to squeeze through 
to the second round only to be thrashed 
by the incumbent, Jacques Chirac, who 
won with more than 80% of the vote. 

Between the two rounds of that 
election, the entire political mainstream 
and in particular those parties that had 
centred their own campaigns on 
security and immigration, stealing the 
FN’s political clothing, did everything it 
could to dramatise the contest by 
presenting it as “a battle between 
democracy and fascism”. 

The media are drawing parallels 
between 2002 and the present but the 
FN is now in a very different state. 
In 2002 it was only just recovering from 
the most serious crisis in its history, 
when three years earlier, Bruno Mégret, 
the party’s leader-in-waiting, walked 


cext(olelalr-] mare) e\1i0) 
Jean-Marie Le Pen 


out taking a good half of the FN’s key 
activists with him. 

The party was still largely 
disorganised and most of the media and 
political world had written it off as 
dead. There was also Le Pen’s age — he 
was then 73 — and the huge difficulty 
his party had in gathering the 500 
signatures of elected officials needed 
to put him on the ballot paper. 
The opinion polls generally gave him 
around 10% of the vote. 

Today the FN has left that crisis far 
behind. Even if the party has not fully 
regained its fighting capacity of the 
1990s, it will still be able to orchestrate 
a solid presidential campaign. And it 
should have no problem gathering 
signatures this time. 

But above all, despite ferocious 
competition from the other candidates 
and his advanced age, Le Pen seems to 
have found some “bounce” among the 
electorate. Not only are the polls giving 


the FN respectable scores, other surveys 
reveal an increased penetration of 
the FN’s ideas into public opinion. 
Thus 63% of people now think that there 
are too many immigrants in France 
compared with 58% in 2002, while 
35% of those questioned in a survey in 
April believed that the extreme right 
enriches political debate (worryingly the 
percentage was 47% among workers and 
blue-collar employees). 

Most serious is the fact that the FN’s 
ideas are no longer the subject of debate 
because they have largely been adopted 
by the same political mainstream from 
which a candidate might have to face 
Le Pen in the second round of the 2007 
presidential election. 

The calculations are simple: the 
conservative UMP and the Socialist 
Party continue to imagine naively that 
by adopting the FN’s policies they will 
neuter the FN. In fact, doing so only 
legitimises the FN. ~<a 











Far right closes ranks for 2007 


From Esbé for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris 


ALTHOUGH THE Front National (FN) will 
not officially present its programme for 
next April’s presidential election until 
the party’s annual Blue-White-Red 
beanfeast in November, its campaign 
has already started. 

After hijacking Joan of Arc and Clovis, 
FN boss Jean-Marie Le Pen, 78, 
expropriated another potent symbol of 
French history by launching _ his 
campaign at the site of the Battle of 
Valmy where in 1792 the French army 
triumphed over the Prussians and saved 
the Revolution. Ironically many on the 
French far right have traditionally seen 
the battlefield as a shrine to such 
Republican values as égalité and 
fraternité which, according to  ultra- 
nationalist, Catholic fundamentalist and 
royalist mindsets, have corroded the 
French nation’s greatness. 

This choice of venue may be given 
the FNs generally hostile attitude 
towards the French Revolution of 1789 
but the decision to go to Valmy may be 
partly attributable to the exodus of the 
Catholic fundamentalists from the FN 
since their leader, Bernard Antony, quit 
the party two years ago. 

As Antony's influence has declined, 
that of Le Pen’s daughter Marine has 
grown to the extent that she has been 
appointed to direct the strategy of 
her father's presidential campaign. 
Her mission is to give the FN’s 
dreadful public image a thorough 
respray. Steps taken in this direction so 
far include vaguely “tolerant” chatter on 
homosexuality and abortion (coupled 
with savage defence of the death 
penalty). She also wants the FN to be 
seen as “the principal defender of the 
French Republic’, a few coats of fresh 
paint away from its longstanding 
image of an anti-system party at war 
with “the Establishment’. 

Apart from the normalisation of the 
FN's position on the political landscape 
and the pursuit of credibility as a party 
of government, her aim is that the FN 
should differentiate itself from the 
policies of Nicolas Sarkozy, the Interior 
Minister, an avid defender of neo- 
conservative ideology whose political 
model is resolutely American. 

This strategy could be risky, not least 
within the party, because supporters 
of Bruno Gollnisch, the FN’s number 


two (but for how long?), are eagerly 
waiting to pounce on Le Pen junior’s 
first false move. 

Meanwhile, the opinion polls have 
never before given the FN such good 
reason to believe that Le Pen will reach 
the presidential second round run-off. 
Seven months before the election, the 
party is credited with 10-15% of 
the vote, more than 5% above what the 
polls were saying at the same stage in 
2001. Furthermore some of yesterday's 
enemies are lining up behind Le Pen. 
Following Le Pen's overtures in August 
to establish a “patriotic union” with the 
right wing of the ruling conservative 
Union for a Popular Movement (UMP), 
Bruno Mégret, president of the 
National-Republican Movement (MNR), 
has assured Le Pen of his party's 
support. This is all the more easy for 
Mégret as there is not much chance, 
given his troubles with the law, that he 
can present himself as a candidate. 
The Populist Party, a breakaway from 
the MNR led by Franck Timmermans, 
has also promised the FN its support. 

Philippe de Villiers’s Movement for 
France has been finding it difficult 
to reposition itself wedged as it 
is between the reactionary and 
authoritarian policies of Sarkozy and the 
electoral weight of the FN which has 
the extreme right-wing all to itself The 
Movement for France usually makes a 
point of dissociating itself from the FN, 
even though its number two, Guillaume 
Pelletier, is an exile from Le Pen’s party. 

As a result, a whole new road is 
opening for the FN to exploit the 
widespread fears and phantasms 
linked to immigration and “insecurity”. 
This is especially so in a situation in 
which the main _ political 
protagonists are trying to 
outbid each other in 
racist and authoritarian 
declarations, as in 2002, 
at the same time .A@ 
as real political debate 
is impoverished and 
media attention 
centres more on 
personalities than 
policies. ~q 





Bruno Gollnisch, the 
FN’s number two 














NETHERLANDS 
Assault lands German 
nazi in jail 


MICHAEL KRICK, the violent 
(Clelgearelel arya Ware) ince (lal ala 
INreluarelarlaehy Wek Sclaleciplacie, Ke) 
two years and two months in 
prison last month for attempted 
maleige(le -larel el yediaaliarcidte)a) ele ali 
involvement in a vicious assault on 
a black Dutch-Antillean man in 
Papendrecht in May. 

glee, PACE aviu elky \Vileldian) co\’clg aay 
lavereehaWildayicy ©) ge),<-1a) o-\-1@ efoad(cy-) are] 
kicked him several times. Two of 
Krick’s pals, Stefan Verkooyen, 27, 
Elate) eleleia Gieelcia\iciley, #-) Wiale) 
intimidated the victim and did 
nothing to stop Krick’s violence, got 
16 and 14 months imprisonment 
respectively. 

The public prosecutor thought 
Groeneveld was not involved in 
the beating and wanted to 
fo) coxcyerolU) Coa ay (ano) alhVanco) ay ofok-t-1-h4} 0) 0) 
of T-shirts with racist mottoes but 
the court decided otherwise. In the 
same case, Margot van Trienen, 
Krick’s 22-year-old girlfriend, was 
fined and given two months in 
prison for the possession of 54 
T-shirts with slogans such as 
“Destroy Zionism” and “Combat 18, 
whatever it takes. The court 
decided that, through _ their 
possession of the shirts, the nazis 
were willingly using symbols and 
slogans to insult and discriminate 
against Jews and to incite hatred 
and violence against them. 

l- From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 
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Election boost for xenophobia 


From Anders Dalsbro and Daniel Poohl for Expo 


and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE FAR-RIGHT Sweden Democrats 
(SD) scored record results in the shadows 
of the battle between the conservative 
Alliance for Sweden and the Social 
Democratic-led mainstream left in 
Sweden's elections on 17 September. 
Although the anti-immigrant party did 
not win seats in the national parliament, 
it increased its municipal council seats 
from 50 to over 250 and is now 
represented in at least 130 municipalities, 
100 more than after the last elections four 
years ago. 

The party also entered three county 
councils, taking ten seats in Skane and 
three in each of Blekinge and Orebro. 

As in the past, the SD was more 
successful in southern Sweden, which is 
largely rural. After the 2002 election, 
thes patty 0 Nad weOUpeeatereii tl 
municipalities in the southernmost 
county of Skane. It now has 116 seats in 
27 municipalities. Its biggest success 
came in Landskrona, where it won just 
over 22% and is now the third largest 
party, just behind the Social Democrats. 

In Malmé, the SD became the fourth 
biggest party and holds the balance in 
some municipalities. It also gained seats 
in Gothenburg, Uppsala, Orebro, 
Norrképing and Karlstad, where it 
previously had no_ representation, 
testifying to the intensity of its 
racist campaign. 

The SD also increased its vote in 
the parliamentary _ election, 
winning 162,463 votes, 
2.93%, compared to 76,300 
votes (1.4%) in 2002. 
This success will give the 
party increased state funds 
to contest the next election. 

The National Democrats 
(ND), the SD’s bitter rivals and 
friends of the British National 
Party, lost ground compared with 
2002. In the general election, the ND 
polled a mere 3,064 votes, considerably 
fewer than its 9,248 votes in 2002. 

The ND stood for election in 20 
municipalities. In Sdédertilje its vote 
increased from 2.5% in 2002 to 3.8% — 
not enough to add to the two seats it 














































above: National Socialist Front parades in uniform 
left: Jimmie Akesson, leader of the Sweden Democrats 


already held. In Nykvarn, the party 
received 169 votes, 3.37%, winning a 
single seat. 
The out-and-out nazis of the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) fared 
miserably despite a full-scale 
mobilisation and the production 
of over half a million leaflets. 
In the parliamentary election 
the NSF got 1,417 votes, 
0.03%. Its best result of the 
six municipalities it contested 
came in ‘Trollhattan, where 
208 people (0.65%) brought 
shame on their town by voting 
# nazi. In Karlskrona the NSF's vote 
me fell from 208 votes to 76. 
ie Overall, while the racist 
breakthrough is primarily confined to 
southern Sweden, racist politics are 
being planted more firmly on the 
national political map, affording 
the racists the opportunity to move 
from propaganda to action. ~= 








NPD uses poll win to change image 


From Christian Dornbusch, for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net in Schwerin 


THE NAZI National Democratic 
Party (NPD) is emerging as a serious 
political force after gaining six seats 
in the regional parliament of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. Its 59,674 
votes, 7.3% of the total, in the election 
on 17 September represented a 
significant advance for a party that has 
only 300 members in the region. 

The NPD concentrated on trying 
tried to win over young people, 
distributing a free CD of right-wing 
music. This exercise in political 
seduction achieved some success as 17% 
of voters under 30 years old voted NPD, 
making it the third most popular party 
in this age group. In contrast, the nazis 
only got 5% of votes in the 60-plus age 
group. The NPD polled especially 
heavily in the eastern part of the region, 
which borders on Poland. For example 
in the village of Postlow the party 
grabbed 38.4%, in Neuenkirchen, 
30.1%, in Blesewitz 32.2% and in 
Bargischow, 31.6%. 

Udo Pastors, 54, will probably lead 
the NPD group in the regional 
assembly in Schwerin. Pastérs moved to 
eastern Germany from the West some 


years ago to open a jewellery shop in 
Liibtheen. It seems that people there 
take him seriously, giving him 16% of 
the vote. 

His deputies will probably be Stefan 
Koster, 34, and Tino Miller, 28. Késter, 
an insurance agent, is the NPD’s leader 
in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and has 
a criminal record for violence. Miller is 
a bricklayer and is considered to be one 
of the leading figures in the violent 
semi-autonomous nazi Kameradschaften 
in the region. He is a leading light in a 
so-called civic initiative = which 
campaigns in Uckermtinde against 
asylum-seekers under the slogan: “Live 
better and more _ securely in 
Uckermiinde”. 

Birger Liissow, 31, is also likely to get 
a parliamentary seat. Liissow is a 
leading activist in the fancily named 
Fortress City Rostock Action Group, 
which has organised _ pro-Nazi 
demonstrations denouncing the defeat 
of the Hitler regime. 

Thanks to its breakthrough, the NPD 
will now receive €50,723 (£34,000) of 
state funds but this is peanuts compared 
with the €385,000 it shelled out for the 


Udo Pastors, expected to 
head the NPD‘s new MPs 





campaign. In addition, like other 
parties, the NPD group in the regional 
parliament will receive yearly grants of 
€500,000. They will use part of this cash 
to anchor themselves even more firmly 
in the region. 

All the NPD MPs will open 
“Citizens’ Bureaux” where local people 
can take their problems. The party 
hopes this will help change its image 
from a bunch of nazi thugs into a real 
people’s party. 

Meanwhile, the NPD has started its 
own TV Newscast on the internet in an 
attempt to imitate Germany’s main 
daily television news programme the 
Tagesschau. The first of these execrable 
ten-minute shows appeared on 
YouTube but was deleted after protests. 
The idea for this stunt came from 
Marcel Woll, an NPD member in 
Hessen. Woll is also an editor of much 
of what passes for “news” in the NPD’s 
printed journals. His internet venture is 
not, however, aimed at those who read 
the NPD’s publications but rather at 
those who do not, those who spend 
much of their time surfing the internet, 
namely the under 30s. ~= 
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BELGIUM: Bullets in the post 


PATRICK COEMAN, a long time 
anti-fascist activist and member of 
Blokwatch, which conducts research on 
the Flemish far right, has received 17 
bullets posted to his home. The 
“anonymous gift” came shortly after 
news broke about the presence of nazis 
in the Belgian army. 

Blokwatch has played a significant 
role in Flanders since 2004 in exposing 
the far right as a whole and the 
rightwing extremist Vlaams Belang 
in particular. It gained a lot of 
media coverage soon after the military's 
nazi scandal emerged in a dramatic 
series of police raids on 7 September, 





in which 17 fascists and a large quantity 
of weapons were seized — hence the 
17 bullets. 

Most of the arrested nazis were linked 
to Blood and Honour or to Blood, Soil, 
Honour and Loyalty (BBET), a BkH 
spin-off. The blue-headed bullets sent 
to Coeman were easily identified as the 
standard 9mm pistol bullets used by 
the Belgian army. 

Thomas Boutsen, the nazis’ leader, is 
still being held with five other suspects. 
He has an ultra-violent reputation. 
As a student, he set his school on fire in 
1999. The terrorist attacks he was 
allegedly planning were meant as a 
series of provocations that 
would create chaos and 
destabilise the Belgian 
state. The intended targets 
included Filip Dewinter of 
the VB and Abou Jajah, the 
Belgian-Lebanese 
president of the infamous 
Islamist Arabian European 


League. 
Questions remain over 
the arrests. Where did 


they get the money to buy 
the impressive collection 
of sophisticated weaponry, 
estimated to be worth 
€450,000 (£300,000)? In 
the hours following the 


DENMARK: Expulsions rock Danish populists 


THE DANISH PEOPLE’S Party’s 
executive has announced the expulsion 
of nine members from the party. Seven 
are leading members from 
Sénderjylland who have dared to 
object to what they call power 
mismanagement and anti-democratic 
tendencies within the right-wing 
populist DPP. 

It was also claimed that they were 


discussing putting forward a challenger 

to party leader Pia Kjaersgaard at the 

organisation's next annual conference. 
The DPP, some of whose members 


are linked to the racist Sweden 
Democrats, has branded the expelled 
members “troublemakers”, declaring in 
a press release: “We have no use for 
members who want to injure our party. 
If they themselves cannot find their 
way out, we will help them.” 


The anti-immigrant, anti-EU DPP 


has a grim history of excluding 
members who speak out of turn but 
this latest bout could have serious 
consequences for the party. An early 
result is that the whole district 
executive in Sénderjylland has openly 
criticised the leadership and threatened 
to quit the party. A neighbouring 
district, Nordjylland, is apparently 
thinking about following. 

The latest row flared up when Vagn 
Christensen, chairman of the DPP 
branch in Haderslev, was expelled for 
criticising the party in a reader’s letter 
to a local newspaper. 

The DPP’s national secretary Poul 
Lindholm declared: “From the party’s 
start 11 years ago it has been stated at 
several courses, meetings for elected 
representatives, annual meetings and in 
newsletters that all criticism by other 
members of the party shall be made 
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raids, Belgian national radio reported 





the arrest of a 50-year-old businessman 
who may have been the “godfather” of 
the nazi gang. This news item was 
broadcast a couple of times during the 
night and then disappeared. 
Meanwhile, the Belgian army has 
announced the introduction of stricter 
screening of recruits. Both the army and 
the social democratic federal Defence 
Minister, André Flahaut, have fielded 
much criticism over the scandal, 
especially since it emerged that the 
activities of Boutsen and his nazi pals 
had not been a secret at all. 
From Wim Haelsterman for AFF- 


Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


internally and never to the press. Vagn 
Christensen was reminded of these 
simple rules at the annual meeting so 
there is no excuse for his blunder.” 

Lindholm’s lofty comments went 
down like a lead balloon, especially in 
Sénderjylland where members held an 
emergency meeting. They threw down 
the gauntlet to Kjaersgaard and her 
allies in Copenhagen by warning the 
DPP leadership that their positions 
would be contested at the next annual 
conference. 

If the dissidents in Sdnderjylland 
can marshal national support, the 
next DPP conference could be very 
embarrassing for a party that shouts so 
loudly for free speech to abuse Muslims 
racially, but internally suppresses it. 

From Mikael Ekman and Daniel 
Olsson for Expo and Antifa-Net in 
Gothenburg 











Fiore rally greets Bolognaterrorist 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A TIME SLOT was allocated to the nazi- 
fascist salute. According to the official 
programme, at exactly 12.30 on 1 
October, the three-day international 
gathering called “Campo d/Azione” 
(Action Camp) closed with saluti romani, 
the raised arm salute, presumably to 
mark the official birth of the European 
ational Front. 

The gathering was organised by Forza 
uova, the party led by Roberto Fiore that 
over the past few years has been 
spearheading what looks like a neo-nazi- 
fascist European partnership of far-right 
Christian movements centred on a 
manifesto that condemns “global 
capitalism’, preaches “social justice” 
among “normal citizens’ and rejects 
multiracism and multiculturalism in order 
to preserve “national identity’. 

The official programme, which listed 
32 speakers, all men, covered all this 
and more. 

It began with talks on “The New 
Man faced by Decadence” and 
“Systems gone mad, usury, credit crisis” 
It continued on day two with panel 
discussions on “From jus sanguinis (law 
of the blood) to the melting pot - 
multiracial cataclysm and conflict’, 
"Between Israeli arrogance and 
(Lebanese) patriotic resistance’, and a 
celebration for the launch of the 
European National Front, with 
representatives from the Greek Patriotic 
Alliance, Spain's. Falange — and 
Democracia Nacional, Germany's NPD, 
Romania's Noua Dreapta, France's Front 
National and the British National Party. 
It ended with speeches by Fiore and 
Udo Voigt, leader of the NPD. Sealing 
such a programme with the nazi-fascist 
salute was obviously intended to put 
on it the stamp of Mussolini and Hitler. 

The event had a difficult gestation. 
Part of the confusion was probably 
engineered by Forza Nuova to gain 
maximum publicity. Three weeks before it 
was due to start news spread that it was 
going to take place on land managed by 
a Catholic priest and used by boy scouts. 
Alarmed by newspaper reports that 
predicted protests by anti-fascists, the 
priest claimed ignorance of the true 





purpose of the gathering and withdrew 
his offer. 

The real venue turned out to be a 
former cheese factory near a hamlet 
called Marta, in the province of Viterbo, 
not far from Rome. The local mayor and 
the president of the region distanced 
themselves from the event but failed to 
stop it, claiming that it was on private 
property and that the police would be 
in a position to maintain order. Anti- 
fascists sent an appeal to the President 
of the Republic asking him to intervene 
on the grounds that an amendment to 
the Italian Constitution prohibits the 
display of fascist symbols and values 
(the Scelba-Mancino law) but their plea 
was ignored. 

Forza Nuova made use of two large 
warehouses, one as a conference centre, 
the other set up as a dormitory for 200- 
300 people. By coincidence Italian news 
media were on a two-day strike. Some 
journalists who nevertheless turned up 
were asked to leave when they refused to 
pay a €50 accreditation fee. Our summary 
is based on the reports of a few observers. 

At the outset only a few dozen extreme 
right-wing militants were present, heavily 
outnumbered by the police. Among the 
foreign speakers were Manuel Canduela 
of Democracia Nacional, Manuel Andrino 
of the Falange, Swen Geblescu of Noua 
Dreapta, and Nassib Wehbe of the 
Lebanese Falange Kataeb. 

Canduela and Andrino spoke of the 
“blood bond between Italians and 
Spaniards’, in memory of Italian fascists 
who fought in the Spanish Civil War 
“against Marxists and enemies of Christ’, 
while Geblescu expressed his fear about 
forces at work intent on “destroying 
Christianity’ 

A surprise guest from the Italian side 
was Luigi Ciavardini, a former member of 
the terrorist organisation NAR (Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei), who was 
sentenced to 30 years in prison for the 
bomb at Bologna railway station in 1980 
that killed 85 people. He was out of prison 
pending an appeal at Italy’s highest court. 
(He is now back behind bars on a 
separate charge arising from a recent 
armed bank robbery.) 


Introduced as “the boss” to loud 
applause, Fiore was reported to have 
said: “There is a superior law to that of 
men, a natural law. This is God's law and 
we shall fight in its name.’ On strategy he 
commented: “We never chose to rely on 
some minor victory at the ballot box but 
to fight a great war. We shall fight in every 
street and in every piazza. We shall 
mount barricades to fight against 
giving citizenship to immigrants and 
recognition of civil partnership to 
homosexuals’. 

But it was Voigt’s speech for which 
apparently everyone was waiting. He was 
greeted with shouts of “NPD! NPD!” 
and “7.3!, 7.3!" Speaking in English, Voigt 
said the 7.3% result obtained in 
recent elections in Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s home state of Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern was very good, but even 
better was that “our party was chosen by 
22% of new electors” He continued: “We 
are telling the young they have to 
support us against a multiracial society 
and globalisation. Germans are waking 
up. We are telling them they can regain 
their own identity. The European problem 
is the mass invasion of foreigners. 
We must stop them. We in Germany and 
you in Italy” He reiterated the same points 
in an interview that later appeared on the 
Forza Nuova website. 

A number of bands played during the 
gathering, including Contea, Viking, DDT, 
Aurora, Xa Balders, Brigada 1238, Hobbit 
and Legittima Offesa (Legitimate 
Offence). According to Forza Nuova the 
event was a great success. It showed 
“the consistent high level of the emerging 
ruling class of party members’ and 
was attended by more than 1,000 people. 
It was a few hundred fewer, according to 
the police. There were no reports of 
counter demonstrations. 

Fiore is now seeking new friends to 
bring to next year’s event. On a visit to 
Moscow he held talks in the Duma with 
Andrei Savelyev of the Rodina 
(Motherland) Party and, according to the 
Forza Nuova website, with “Professor 
Safarevic whom [Aleksandr] Solzhenitsyn 
held to be among the ten most 
important Russian men of culture’ << 
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The ghosts of 1993 dance over election 2006 


By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


THREE WEEKS BEFORE the election, it 
looks as if Democrats might — and it still 
remains a big “if” — defeat enough sitting 
Republicans to take control of either the 
House of Representatives or the Senate, 
or both. You, dear reader, will already 
know the actual election results by the 
time this column appears in_ print. 
Nevertheless, Democrats are already 
exultant, almost self-satisfied, at their 
chances. That sentiment is 
understandable, given the miserable 
tatters the Bush-Cheney presidency has 
made of the US Constitution, the moral 
depravity of its war in Iraq and the 
despicable tax policies which have 
engorged the super rich while leaving 
only debt and despair for working and 
poor people. There is more, of course, but 
you get the picture. 

At the same time, a word of warning 
need be offered. While large sections of 
the voting public oppose the Republican 
war, the Democrats have yet to formulate 
a road to peace. Voters are angry about 
Republican graft and corruption, 
symbolised by the lobbyist Jack Abramoff 
and the congressmen he bought and 
sold, but they will vote for Democrats 
only because they are not Republicans, 
rather than because Democrats have 
voiced a coherent set of ideas of their 
own. And if perchance the Democrats did 
have an  embraceable plan or 
programme, they still must take into 
account the ghosts of 1993 as they take 
office in 2007. 

In 1993, President Bill Clinton was 
freshly elected along with a Democratic 
House and Senate. They thought they 
were poised to make progress; maybe a 
little sausage slice at a time, but progress 
nonetheless. Clinton floated a proposal to 
allow gay men and lesbians to serve their 
country in the military unhampered by 
the legal strictures that supposedly kept 
them out. Almost immediately a firestorm 
of opposition developed on the Christian 
right. Operations such as the Rev Jerry 
Falwell's, which had suffered a cash 
shortage during the last years of the 
Reagan-Bush regime, suddenly were 
floating on an ocean of money. Focus on 
the Family and the Christian Coalition 





flexed their already considerable political 
power, And the Christian right quickly 
mobilised its constituents to inundate 
Congress with hate mail and otherwise to 
make their opposition known. 

The problem was not Clinton’s alone. 
Democrats were divided and weak at 
grass roots level, and had few 
constituents to mobilise on behalf of any 
kind of decent proposal. Mobilising the 
grass roots had not been part of 
the Democratic Party's programme since 
— well, | don’t know when. Such work had 
always been left to organised labour, civil 
rights groups and pro-choice lobbies. 
Clinton and the Democrats never did get 
back their footing. Unable to pass a 
comprehensive health care reform plan, 
the Democrats quickly lost the political 
and policy initiative to the Republican 
right wing. 

Buoyed by the inability of liberals and 
progressives to raise a political army of 
their own, every sector of the white so- 
called Christian wing of American politics 
grew exponentially during the 1990s. The 
militia movement, with its attended 
common law courts, came back with a 
roar so loud it toppled the federal 
building in Oklahoma City. When Clinton 
made a trade deal with Republicans 
behind the backs of labour Democrats, 
prominent among the opposition to 
NAFTA were Buchananites and white 
nationalists. They opposed free trade in 
capital because they opposed the free 
movement of labour. 

The year 1993 began with promise for 
social liberals, but ended 





















with dashed hopes. After years of relying 
on quick-witted media campaigns rather 
than grass roots organising, the political 
muscles that liberals and progressives 
had developed in the 1960s and early 
1970s had withered with disuse. That 
situation has only just started to be 
reversed, but already the siren song of 
“reframing” the issues with a simple 
change of slogans has lured the liberal 
ship towards the rocks and reefs. 

When the congressional session starts 
next January, any legislation that rolls 
back the tax cut for the rich will be most 
likely vetoed by President Bush. The 
attempt to pass decent fair-minded 
immigration reform will be troubled by 
an anti-immigrant movement with an 
organised caucus in the House and a 
mass volatile constituency on the ground. 
Instead of opening the visa process 
and recognising the contributions of 
undocumented workers already in the 
States, human rights advocates will find 
themselves once again in a policy 
stalemate. In the absence of any federal 
action on the matter, one state after 
another will pass draconian pieces of anti- 
civil rights legislation. 

Despite the claims of Shakespeare and 
Vico, History (with a capital H) does not 
repeat itself. A definable number of 
progressives have already learned some 
of the lessons of 1993 and are working 
hard at building a mass constituency 
around a_ positive forward-looking 
program. Not having ever actually 
understood the nature of their white- 
wing opposition, however, these 
progressives will still be baffled by its 
tenacity. In January 2007, the political far 
right will emerge once again on Capitol 
Hill; this time it will stand more clearly in 
opposition to President Bush's globalist 
agenda. And liberals in great swaths of 
the South, Midwest and Intermountain 
West will find themselves behind 
enemy lines once again. | 


H A collection of Leonard 
Zeskind’s Stateside articles can 
be found on www.search- 
lightmagazine.com 
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